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LTHOUGH the Subject. 
E. he following pages, as well as 
the manner of treating it, may 
not be likely to introduce this 
little volume into "the Politer 
Circles; yet they, "who know 
either You, or Myſelf, will not 


a 2 wonder 


(ir ) 
wonder at this addreſs. * 5 
former will foe the propriety of 


_ dedicating a Book, whoſe object 


is to promote the good order and 
welfare of Society, to One who 
is a liberal Encourager thereof; 
and the latter will regard it as a 
becoming mark of Reſpect in Me, 
who have at all times expreſſed 
myſelf under the greateſt hows. «4 


tions to you, 


Fully perſuaded that the Inſti- 


tutions, here recommended, may 


be made eminently uſeful in pro- 
moting Regularity, Moral Rec- 


titude 


1 
| 
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titude and Domeſtie Comfort a. 
mong the lower Ranks of the 
People, I cannot think them be. 
| neath the patronage of the moſt 
a . 7 


- 


iel Bao mar 

But, if your general love of 
Order and, Decorum, and your 
particular Benevolence, in giving 


eſſential encouragement to theſe 


Eſtabliſhments, be not ſufficient. 
to juſtify the liberty I have taken; 


ſuffer me to plead a ſtronger, be⸗ | 


cauſe a more perſonal incitement, 


Gratitudez which prompted me to 


embrace this public opportunity of 


teſti fying 
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Your moſt faithful, 


And moſt obedient, 
5 Humble Servant, 1 
R.-LUCAS 


1/ Auguſt, 1787. 
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Preached on the ziſt of Mar, 1786, 
In the Panr1sn-Cuvuncn of 
HarpinGsTONE, in the County of Northampton, 


On the Eftabliſhment of a SUN DAT SCHOOL 


At that Place. 
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1 E Evangeliſt inform us, thas while 
our Saviour was in the coaſts of Judea, 
teaching the people as he was wont to do, ſome 
well-diſpoſed perſons, ſtruck with the divi- 
nity of his character, and earneſt for the 
happineſs. of their tender offspring, brought 
young children to Him that he ſhould touch them, © = 
and confer ſome bleſſing upon them. But, 
His Diſciples, thinking probably that it was 

a a needleſs intruſion on that time, which 

their Divine Maſter was employing to more 
important purpoſes, rebuked the perſons who 
brought them. Jeſus, whoſe eyes were watch- 
ful of the multitude that ſurrounded him, 
perceived this; and ſhowing much dif- 
pleaſure, that they who appeared ſo earneft 

to manifeſt their faith and attachment ſhould ; 
be repulſed, he demanded, with benevolent 

8 3 authority, 
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itt, a paſſage for them, in the w | 
of the text, Suffer the little children to come 
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Lord's diſpoſition in the moſt pleaſing co- 
lours, furniſhes us, alſo, with this inſtruc⸗ | 
„ tive leffon, that we cannet too ſoon de 
preſented unto Him; that we can never to0 
early apply for the bleſſings he is able to 
beſtow; that, if we approach him with 
earneſtneſs and faith, all obſtacles that may 
at firſt oppoſe our progreſs ſhall be wholly 


# unto me, pond: forbid them not; and, taking 
li them up in his arms, be NA bis bands "pen 
iu them and bleſſed them.” 

is This remarkable occurrence, at the ſame. 
j 1 time that it diſplays the benevolence of ouf _ 


_ F 5 2 


it removed, and we ſhall not fail to reach the 

ih object of our purſuit, and obtain The Welte 

| | we deſire, 

1 ö 95 

| | Perſuaded that we cannot too ſoon be 

ib thrown into the arms of Chriſt, Our Church 

ik has wiſely employed this incident in recom- 

| mendation of Infant Baptiſm, Bur'if, while 

br: - the objects of our affection are unconſcious 

3k of the bleſſing imparted, it be our duty to 

* Joſe no time in preſenting them unto the 
Lord; it will be no leſs incumbent upon 
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us to promote the fame ſpiritual communi- | 
cation, when they are eapable of receiving? | 
fuch religious inſtrüction as may operate 
with advantage on their future conduct- 
When the infant mind begins to expand} 
and offers itſelf alike to the impreſſions of 
virtue and of vice, it becomes us to be 
unuſually careful of our charge, and to/omit 
no opportunity of eſtabliſhing ſentiments of 
piety and virtue, to the utter excluſion ok 
fuch as are impious and vicious. Although 
our offspring have not the power, like thoſe 
mentioned in the text, of reaching the 
viſible perſon of Chriſt, they may receive 
the bleſſed effects of his divine pteſence, in 
the effectual knowledge they may obtain f 
kis will; and in the conſequent performance 
of all the duties enjoined by that holy re- 
ligion, which * d on earth oF 
8 2 07 e 


g 
THE benefits. nd 3 10 be : A 
rived from a" Religious Education, will be; 
obvious to every one, who looks but flightly 
into the nature and conſtitution of our frame. 
Subject to the impulſe of the various paſſions 
that are implanted in us, we need all the 
correction of precept and diſcipline to op- 


B 2 poſe p 
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Surrounded with temp- i 
tations, and ſeduced by the examples of che 


poſe their power. 


profligate and wicked, it needs all the reſolu- 
tion that can poſſibly be excited by a deep ſenſe 
of duty to reſiſt, and retain our innocence. 
But, this efficient ſenſe of duty can only be 
obtained by the earlieſt imprtſſions of re- 


ligion and virtue on the mind, vet unſub- 


dued by the power of vice and iniquity 
What numberleſs victims to this power, 
(diſgraceful to the chriſtian world!) do 
we not perpetually obſerve and lament? 


Wretches, who owe their miſery and fate to. 


the negle& of thoſe opportunities of in» 


ſtruction, which might have been embraced - 


in their younger years. Unchecked by the 
neceſſary diſcipline of religion; unreſtrained 
by .any ſenſe of ſhame or remorſe, corrupt 
and uncorrected nature hurries them on from 


vice to vice, from crime to crime, and de- 
termines their career only in their deſtrue- 
tion; | Whereas, ſuch as have been trained 


up in the way they ſhould go, ſuch as have 
been early inured to the habitual practice of 


their duty, go forth, into the buſy ſcenes of 


life; well prepared to reſiſt, or to elude; the 
dangers that ſurround them, Amidſt all 
their 


/ 
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their dvocations and employments, Religion 


will aſſert its power in their hearts, and pre : 


ſerye them from che deſtructive effect 5 


vice and impiay. 1 Tr 2 SSR: 10 195 1 


_ we wiſh, therefore, that o. our -offipring, 9822 


in their riper years, mould produce any va- 
luable fruit, ſuch as will be beneficial eith 


to themſelves or others, the ſeed. of that 


fruit muſt. be ſowed in their tender 
when the ground is unoccupied and properly 
prepared for its reception. If it be then 


neglected, the ſeeds of vice will inevitably | 


get poſſeſſion of it; and taking root there- 


in, will deſpoil it of every valuable quality, 


and render it, not only en but r 
N 2442 | 1 5 


BUT, obvious as th Ga of a viettions 
and chriſtian Education are, it is to be la- 


mented, that the means of obtaining it are 
not always in the poſſeſſion of our Indigent 
Brethren, The Children. of the Poor are 


often expoſed. to all the danger of bad 


habits, without any parental care to watch 
and correct them; without any of that diſ- 


cipline, which is ſo neceſſary to preſerve 
their innocence, I am ſenſible: that, in a 


9 | chriſtian 
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Parents. 1 1 521 "Neg Tb 
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chriſtian country, like this, where; d by *'Y 
frequent recurrence of the Sabbath, oppore | 
tunities are repeatedly offered, to perſons of 
all denominations, of knowing their duty, 
the pooreſt among us may obtain uſeful in- 
ſtruction in every relation of life. But, it 
is a lamentable truth, chat the Children of 
roo many of the poor are fuffered to grow 


up in the habitual negle& of theſe oppor- 


tunities; and in which they are often not a 
little encouraged by che examples of their 


1 


That add late of 4981 1 5 helles 
Boch which prevails among the Poor, 
may, in ſome / meaſure, account for this 
ſhameful indifference, as to the conduct d 
their Children. Ignorant, themſelves, and 


Buegligent of their various duties, we can- 


not wonder that this of attending to their 
Children's improvement: ſhould be on the 
Tame footing with the reſt. Unconſcious of, 
the bleſſings of a decent and religious educa- 
tion, they feel no impulſe to look out for 
means to impart it to their 'oFspring ;-who 
are ſuffered to run wild in the community; 


unchecked by any ſenſe but the dread of 


corporal puniſhment, If this dread ſhould 
6219) fortunately 
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| 8 preſerve chem from very atrocious! 
conduct, we fee: them paſs their lives in & 
mental ſtupidity, totally unworthy the great 
endowments of our nature; the lamp of: 
reaſon ſcarcely alive in them; and their 
various duties ſo obſeured, as wholly to 
eſeape their obſervation. 3 227) abba 
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But, is this a as worthy the pen 
leges of our nature? Is this worthy of 
Beings, who. are capable of rendering. God a 
reaſonable. ſervice? Of obtaining, by proper 
diſcipline, ſo clear a knowledge. of their 
duty, as cheerfully to perform. it, not from, 
the baſe dread of puniſhment, but from a 
perſuaſion of its expedience and rectitude — 
From whatever cauſe, therefore, this con- 
dition of the Poor ariſes; whether from 
wilful ignorance, or their inability to alter 
it; it is, undoubtedly, the part of all thoſe, 

don whom Providence has beſtowed the means, 
to remedy the evil, if Pap ena in the riſing 
| generation, 


G vat i 
en with. thoſe eli notions, which 
would repreſs the generous ſtruggles of the 
poor man' s mind after information and in- 
| NI which wople oo che gates of 
b knowledge 
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knowledge againſt him, nor ſuffer one ray 
to enliven the' gloom that ſurrounds him! 


Becauſe Providence has thought good to 6 


place ſome in an helpleſs and forlorn fitua - 


tion, ſhall we deny them the conſolation of 


knowing, from the operations of their own 
minds, that they are reaſonable creatures? 
Becauſe we want the labour of their hands, 
and, perhaps, the confinement” of their 
bodies, ſhall we impriſon their minds alſo? | 
Nor ſuffer them to eſcape from the dungeon-" 
gloom of ignorance, into the unconfined and 
cheering light of knowledge and of truth 4 
Shall we refuſe to lighten their preſent bur- 

thens, by affording them a conſciouſneſs of 
their native worth? And that, however 
depreſſed their condition now is, yet, in the 
ſcale of created beings, in the benevolent 
eye of providence, they are upon a footing 
with the greateſt, and moſt exalted, among 
men? That, if they act well the part that 
is allotted them, they have equal pretenſions 
to future kappineſs and immortality? 


Theſe are reflections which adminiſter 
comfort and conſolation to the Poor, and 
greatly alleviate the burthens, which their 


Fanqurion inevitably lays upon them; nor 
ought 
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ought we to withhold the knowledge of the 
privileges they poſſeſs in common yp. | 
Eg their fellow (creatures. 


But it is, truly, 2 ſtrange idea (adopted, 
however, by ſome), which ſuppoſes that 
Knowledge, ariſing from a decent and chriſ- 
tian-like education, indiſpoſes the poor for 
their reſpective callings. That the know- 
ledge of a man's duty ſhould indiſpoſe him 
for the performance of it, is a problem not 
eaſily ſolved, + For, I may appeal to the 
experience of thoſe who hear me, whether 
ſuch, among the poor, as embrace all oppor- 
tunities of acquiring the knowledge of their 
duty, are not found to perform that duty, 
how laborious. ſoever it may be, better for 
their employers, more beneficially for their 
families, and with more cheerfulneſs and 
ſatisfaction to themſelves, than ſuch as wil 
fully neglect the opportunities that offer of 
enlightening their minds by inſtruction and 
knowledge, It is, unqueſtionably, there- 
fore, our bounden duty, to obtain for the 
poor all poſſible opportunities of acquiring 
a decent and religious Education. 


© BUT, 
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BUT, numerous as are the Charity Schools, 

_ eſtabliſhed for this benevolent purpoſe, in 
various parts of the kingdom, their influence 
cannot poſſibly extend ſo wide as the neceſ- 


ſities of the Poor, and the exigencies of the 
caſe, require. Their benefits are uſually 
confined to a ſmall part of the poor of the 
metropolis,” of the more opulent cities and 
market towns; while the Children of the 


Village are overlooked, and ſuffered to grow 


up in ignorance and vice, without one effort 


to implant the ſeeds of virtue and religion 


in their hearts; without one ray of know- 


ledge to enliven their paſſage through this 


vale of tears. We have to lament, there- 
fore, that the moſt liberal inſtitutions, al- 
ready eſtabliſned, which owe their ſupport 


to voluntary contributions, do not ſpread 


wide enough, and are wholly incompetent 


to reach, with any efficacy, the general 


mafs of the people. Theſe ftill remain 


overwhelmed in a fort of hereditary igno- 


rance and ſloth; ſtill uninſtructed to avoid 
the paths of vice; ſtill averſe from the per- 


| formance. of the duty they owe to the Su- 


preme Being, and to Society. A condition, 


like this, calls loudly upon us for generous 


0 
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and benevolent exertions, and urges us to 4 
adopt any probable mode. of _— ſuf- 
ficient relief. 4 


But, by what methods, it may be aſked, | 
will you be able to accompliſh a work, the 
magnitude and difficulty of which ſeem to 
diſcourage every hope of ſucceſs ? That a 
- reformation will be effected in thoſe, who 
| have long been accuſtomed to the ways of 
fin, we do not preſume to expect; but, that 
ſomething may be done for preventing the 
riſing generation's following the evil ex- 


ample of their parents, is, by no mene to 
be deſpaired of. | 


Happily for the poor, happily for our 
ſelves, the ſuggeſt ions of ſome benevolent 
heart have given birth to a ſcheme, that 

promiſes the beſt and moſt extenſive effects! 
Tou will readily conceive that I allude to 
the eſtabliſhment of Sunpay Schools: an 
Inſtitution, that calls upon us for encourage- 
ment, by the weightieſt motives that can in- 
fluence the heart of a Good Chriſlian. For, 
what duty is more preſſed upon us, by our 
holy religion; what, more ſtrongly ſanction- 
ed and . than that, which obliges 
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vs to relieve the wants, and miniſter to tlie 
temporal and ſpiritual welfare, of our fellow-' 
creatures? If, to promote order and dee 
cency in the community; if, to enlighten 
the ignorant with divine knowledge; if, to 
preſerve the innocent from deſtruction, by 
ſpreading over them the armour of righ- 
teouſneſs, be the duty of a Chriſtian; then, \ 
do Theſe Inflitutions demand our attention 
and ſupport ; ſince they afford us the moſt 
pleaſing hopes of ſucceeding in the accom- 
pliſhment of theſe valuable works. | 
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is : For, the advantages attending them are 

W ; ſuch, as cannot be obtained by any other of 

vr the like kind. Their influence is unlimited; + 
Nat their benevolent arms are thrown out to 

| 9 embrace all that are rejected, or overlboked, 


by other charities; all ſuch as have no pa- 
1 rents to guide their infant ſteps; or ſuch 


re 28323 533 2 22 
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14 only, as wholly neglect them. Theſe ne- 
i _ 

ceeweſſitous Children, however, will, when they 


are grown up, form the main body of the 
people: and hence, the active and extenſive 
Power of theſe Inſtitutions will go to the 
very heart of the diſorder; and, operating 
on the general maſs of the poor, will be 
felt, with advantage, by the whole com- 

munity. | | Their 
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Their object as not to minke Scholar of - 
the Children of the Poor, but Good” Chrif- 
'tizns, and Uſeful Members of Society: it is to 
introduce among them a decent and orderly 
deportment; and, particularly, a becoming 
obſervance of the Sabbath; an habitual 
neglect of which is, unqueſtionably, the 
foundation of all thoſe crimes, which ſo 
greatly, and ſo juſtly, alarm the minds 'of 
the public, 


For,. white dees the neglect of the Sab- 
bath, among the poor, imply? Does it not 
imply an abandonment of almoſt the only 
means of being informed of their duty? If 
the younger poor do not attend the public 
ordinances and inſtructions of that day; let 
me aſk where will they obtain a knowledge 
of what they are to practiſe? Will it be 
acquired at their reſpective homes? Happy 
for the children it is, if the example of their 
Parents do not rather encourage them in 
evil. Inſtead of guiding them, with pa- 
rental authority, in their various duties, 
their conduct too often ſpreads a pernicious 
influence among their offspring; who, grow ' 
up, fitted only to continue the ſame to their 
poſterity. 
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in this life: for, ſurely, no greater. pleaſure 
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But, of the greater number, we cannot thus 


Parents to inſtruct them, or the wilful 
omiſſion and negligence of their duty, that 


after ſpending ſome time in reading, to conduct 


| . zhe Pariſb- Church ; where they may become ar- 


TY} »% 
£4 {+ | 
2  Srinon I. 


I 'am convinced that many of the Poor” 
do their duty well, in the ſtation God has 
allotted them; and ate anxious to bring up 

their Children in an orderly and becoming 
manner. Such are ſeldom unrewarded, even 


can be infuſed into a parental hreaſt, than 
that which is derived from the /dutiful and 
commendable conduct of a beloved child. 


make our boaſt: and, it is to relieve the 
Children from the deplorable circumſtances 
that muſt accompany the*tnability of their 


Sunday Schools were propoſed and eſtabliſhed. 
Their intention is to collect all the Children of 
the Poor, without limitation, into one body ; all 
ſuch, at leaſt, as are capable of inſtruction; and, 


them to the public worſhip of Almighty God, at 


guainted with their duty, and urged to the 
practice of it. —By theſe means, ſuch as have 
been accuſtomed to ſpend the ſabbath, if 
not in miſchief, ar leaſt in negligence, will 
be brought to obſerve it in a manner be- 

coming 
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coming Chriſtians. Ic is the habi ul neg- 
le& of duty that makes the performance of 

it irkſome: but, early inured to decent and 
regular eonduct, and ſtrongly impreſſed with 


a ſenſe of their various duties, by an habi- 


tual obſervance of the Lord's Day, the 
Children of the Poor will grow up in in- 
duſtry, ſobriety, and godlineſs; will become 
bleſſings to themſelves and families; worthy 
and valuable meter of the nne, ; 


| "Such are the benefits, Which may ji 
derived from "theft Sunday Inſtitutions. 
Wherever they We been eſtabliſhed, they 
are found to anſwer every expectation. The 
idea of their uſefulneſs ſeems, now, to be 


pretty generally diffuſed: in various parts 


of the kingdom, the good work is begun; 
and will, no doubt, grow apace: nay, there 
is reaſon to hope that, in time, it will be 
univerſal; when every pariſh, throughout 
the kingdom, will have its little Seminary, 
conſecrated to Decency and Holineſs; where, 
the eye of the chriſtian may be gratified with 

the pleaſing ſight of thoſe, who, inſtead of 
becoming victims of ' ſloth and vice, are 
training up in cleanlineſs, decorum, and the 


ervce of God. 


NOR, 
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NOR, is the hope of theſe Schools being on 


7 


* 


ani verſal, by any means, viſionary. For, 
notwithſtanding the abundant. good that. 
may reaſonably be expected from them, the: 


Expence, which attends their eſtabliſnment 
and future ſupport, is ſo ſmall, that no 
obſtacles can preſent themſelves, on. that 


account, to obſtruct their progfeſs; none, 
at lealt, but what the common feelings of 
humanity, the moſt moderate love of our 
fellow - creatures, will readily combat and 
overthrow- In moſt of the towns and vil- 
lages, throughout the kingdom, ſome will 
be found, whoſe "benevolent feelings will 
urge them to promote, within their reſpec- 
tive pariſhes, theſe excellent inſtitutions ; 
and little elſe is wanting, beſides bringing 
the matter before the charitable and hu» 
mane.“ | | 


In thoſe places, where they have already 
been eſtabliſhed, the mode of ſupporting 
. them 


It is manifeſt, that the firſt ſteps in this buſineſs can- 


not be taken by any, with ſo much propriety, nor, in 


general, with ſo much efficacy, as by the Clergy : they 


have already ſhown a becoming jealouſy, leſt it ſhould he 
taken up by any other than themſelves; and will, no 
doubt, continue to puſh forward the prevalence of ſo ex- 
Fg | cgliens 
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them has uſually been, by Voluntary Subſcrip-. 
tions; and, where the pariſh' is numerous 
and. opulent (as in market-towns) chis is, 
undoubtedly, the more eligible way. But, 
in Villages, where ſuch of the inhabitants, as 
are likely to contribute, are chiefly occupiers 
of land, the more equal mode of defraying 
the expence would be out of the Pariſb Levy: 
when, all thoſe, who are principally con- 
cerned. in the induſtry, good conduct and 
honeſty of the poor, would pay ſomething 
towards their amendment; and that, in pro- 
portion to the land in their occupation. 
The charge, brought, thus, from many in- 
dividuals, would have fo trifling an effect 
upon each quota of the rates, as to be 
ſcarcely perceptible by any of them. In 
thoſe villages, where. the affairs of the. 


D | pariſh 
cellent a werk. | Whether they ſucceed or not (and in 
ſome pariſhes inſuperable difficulties may ariſe). they will 
have the ſatisfaction of endeavouring, at leaſt, to promote 
the ſervice of God, and the good order and welfare of 
ſociety. But, in molt places, I am perſuaded they may 
have the happineſs of congregating, not only the children 
ol the regular poor, but the very abjefs and caftaways, 
into the fold of Chriſt z and, thereby, obtaining for them- 
ſelves an opportunity of effecting one of their moſt eſſential 
duties, that of PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR 3 
to ſuch of them, likewiſe, as are moſt i in need of i its divine | 
influence. | 


ab. 8 % l 


pariſh are conducted with ubanimity, then 
can be no poſſible objection to this mode * 
and, even in ſuch, as have been accuſtomed 
to bickerings and diſputes, they might, 
ſurely, for once, be thrown aſide, when the 
common cauſe of humanity is concerned; 
and when the good, and, /eventually, even 
the intereſt of all, is intended to be pro- 
moted. But, whatever mode be adopted, 
whether by levy or ſubſcription, the charge | 
of maintaining theſe Schools is ſo ſmall, 
that the objection will not ſtand a moment 
before the benefits that will ariſe from 4 
them.“ 


Happily, however, for the Poor of this 
pariſh, objections to the eſtabliſhment of FE 
Sunday School, here, have found no place 
among us! Thoſe, who pay to the Rates, 
have generouſly and unanimouſly agreed to 
ſupport one. It reflects no ſmall ſhare of 
credit upon them, that they have been thus 
forward to contribute, in the manner pro- 
poſed, to the benefit of their fellow erea- 
| tures, 


* The mode by levy, need not exclude, or check, the 
contributions of any opulent families, that may reſide in 
villages. Their aſſiſtance would ti} leſſen the ſmall charge 
on the "pariſh. A benevolent neighbour has generoufly 
offered to ſupply the ſchoo! at Hardingſtone with Books, 


"Bn K M ON 1. 2 
| tures, and to promote-order, decency. and 
religion, in the community. Nay, 1 queſ- 
tion, whether they be not the very firſt, who 
have eſtabliſhed a SUNDAY SCHOOL, BV PAs) | 
ROCHIAL: LEVY :—Aan example, highly worthy 
of -imitation by other pariſhes ; and which 
points out, perhaps, the only mode of ren- 
dering theſe inſtitutions: univerſal, through 
the kingdom: an webt, much to ve de- 
ſited i 


+ © UNDER theſe fortunate circumſtances, 1 
would; now, particularly addreſs myſelf" to 
that part of my audience, which is capable 
of reaping the chief benefits and Nen 
that are e | 


Means are now held out to you of afford- 
mg your Children, not a learned education, 
but one, decent, chriſtian-like, and becom 
ing the ſtation providence has allotted them. 
Such, among you, as are careful to educate 
your offspring in the beſt manner your cir- 
cumſtances will allow, will be glad to ſeize 
this opportunity of adding ſomething to 
your own endeavours. But, ſuch as, from 

various cauſes, are ſhamefully careleſs of the 
Conduct of their Children, and ſuffer them 
Da to 


| $3 ot dean 

N / \ \] k J 

4 Sd 0 bs i _— 
thre to grow vp in habits of idleneſs N it 
Kh; ' faneneſs, and in_a total neglect of the ſab- 
115 * bath; ſuch, I truſt, will eagerly embrace. 
tteſe benevolent: offers; which promiſe to 
(is lead their tender offipring-into the know 
$f ledge of their duty, both as chriſtians and 


as men; and into thoſe habirs and reſolu- 
tions, that will beſt ſecure thema comfor- 
table ſubſiſtence here, and eternal happineſy 
hereafter.— Jou muſt, indeed, be totally 
loſt to parental affection, if you do all not 
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| N regard theſe offers with comfort and ſatis- | 

it faction; if ſenſations of gratitude do'not i 
bi! ſpring up in your hearts, not only to your 
115 begnefactors, but to God himſelf, for the 

KF opportunity he has graciouſly afforded, of 

1 dedicating your children to his ſervice. 

44 F 

By n Invited, therefore, as you are, to preſent 

i i them unto the Lord; if you refuſe, or neg- | 
1 lect, to do it, you will become more ob- 
1 noxious to the diſpleaſure of your Divine 6 
This Maſter, than thoſe mentioned in the; goſpel, 1 
[i og i who obſtructed the children that ſought his 

Fj preſence, when on earth. With them, in- 

* 1 tant obedience followed the diſcloſure of - 

N 5 his will: and ſhall we behold any, who dare 

1 to diſregard that authoritative voice, whien 
tobe | 6 _ 
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children 4o come unto me, and forbid tbem not? 


--Thoſe parents, who are ſpoken of in this 
remarkable occurrence, though diſcouraged 


and repulſed, preſſed forward to the preſenee 


of their Lord; and at length obtalaed the 
bleflings they ſought: If they could overs 
come all the oppoſition. that met their pious 
purpoſe; ſurely; You, who now have chil- 
dren, that need; as much as their's, the 
bleſſing of the Lord, and which is ſtill 


attainable, will not neglect to preſs forward 


in the road that lies open for you; here ne 


obſtructions preſent themſelves; where a 
n fo rebuke theſe that bring them. © 


| Theſe conſiderations, 1 ruſt, will 105 5 
their due weight. The advantages of theſe 


inſtitutions muſt be as obvious to the poor, 


as they are to others; and you will, doubt- 
leſs, exert your parental authority ſo, a# . 


that the Children may not eſcape their he- 


nevolent intentions. Much, certainly, will 


depend on Regular Altendance, Slight ex- 
cuſes muſt not find admiſſion. Then, 
aſſiſted with the bleſſing of Almighty God, 


without which, all our efforts will be in 


vain, I doubt not, but we ſhall ſee a nu- 


merous 
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merous flock training up in the urls ie ll 


admonition of the Lord; ſhall ſee the Sabbath 
obſerved by them, in a profitable and be- 


coming manner; and habits of ſobriety and 
good conduct growing as they grow, and ſo 
taking root in them, as not only: to be 
overcome in their per e 2 TINS 
r 5 8 | 

25 SHALL wk. en obſerving, that 
Parents are, by no means, to imagine, that 
all care, reſpecting the education and con- 


i 


duct of their Children, is, by this inſtitu- 
tion, taken out of their hands, and that 


they need give themſelves no further trouble 
on that ſcore.—You ought, to aſſure your- 
ſelves, that the important obligation you 
are under, of attending to the conduct and 
improvement of your Offspring, remains 
ſtill upon you in its full force, and can 
never be ſhaken off by you. It will ever 
be your duty, by precept, and by example, 
to co-operate with this School, in its godly 
and benevolent Intention; ſince it is no other, 
than to promote the temporal and * wel« 
fare of your Children ! 
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a on the $th of OcToBER, 1786, 
| In re of 
Hanviacerone, in the County of Northampton, 
Supplemental to a Szn 8 preached there, 


On the Eſtabliſhment of a SUN Day SCHOOL 
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SERMON Il. 


EPHESIANS, i. 2, 3 3, 66 


CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN THE LORD; FOR 

THIS Is RIGHT: HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY 
MoTHER (WHICH 18 THE FIRST COMMANDMENT WITH 
PROMISE) THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, AND 
THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH, | 


AxD, YE FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN TO 
WRATH; BUT, BRING THEM UP IN THE NURTURS 
| AND ADMONITION OF THE LORD. 


— 


Gan Paul, amidſt all his diſtreſſes and 
apprehenſions, was ever mindful of the 
commands. of his Lord and Maſter. He 
wrote this Epiſtle, when the erring and un- 
righteous hand of Power held him a priſoner, 
ar Rome, for his Chriſtian zeal. But, while 
he, himſelf, was ſubje& to human authority, 
the Divine Word broke through every ob- 
ſtruction, which the malice, or the wicked- 
neſs of men could caſt about it; and, by 
the good Providence of God, the Apoſtle's 
doctrines and inſtructions found their way 
into Ala, not only for the confirmation and 
2 E direction 
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direction of the Churches he had 4 
founded, but for the ſpiritual benefit and 
improvement of all the Churches of Chriſt, 


| whereſoever, and whenſoever eſtabliſhed. 


The Apoſtle's words, then, come home to 
ourſelves; and, with an authority that cannot 
be diſputed, inſtruct us in one of the moſt 
important Relations we are capable of ſtand- 


ing in, one towards another. | 


THIS Diſcourſe being intended as an 
Appendage, or Supplement, (and, perhaps, 
it may be thought a neceſſary one) to that 
which you have already heard, from this 
place, on the ſubject of Sunpay Schools, 
the words of the Text naturally offered 
themſelves to my purpoſe. For, the good 
order of ſociety, the happineſs of ſeparate 
families, and of every individual, is ſo in- 
timately concerned in the mutual relation, 
between Parents and Children, being well 
underſtood, and the Duties flowing from it 
rightly and conſcientiouſly practiſed, that I 
could not propoſe to myſelf a ſubje& more 
cloſely connected with the benevolent De- 
ſign of theſe Inſtitutions, or which more 


directly points to the ſame great and im- 
portant Object. It 


| 
| 
f 
; 
; 
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It was on this account, that I particularly 
requeſted the attendance of the Parents and 
Friends, of that. numerous body of Children 
now before us: in the hope, that, being 
fully appriſed of the extent of their Duties, 
as far, at leaſt, as concerns the moral and 
religious conduct of the Children, they 
might happily unite with us in the good 
work; and contribute their ſhare towards 
that general Reformation, which we have 
ſuch good aalen to b ae | 


The —— of the Text, while they « com- 
prehend the Duty of both Parties concerned, 
point out the order, in which their mutual 


Relation is to * conſidered. 


CH [LDREN, fays the Apoſtle, in the 
former diviſion of the text, Obey your Parents, 
IN THE Logp: that is, as you are bound to 
do, by your profeſſion | of the Chriſtian _ 
Name; and perſuaded, as you muſt be, that 
it is agreeable to the will of your Divine 
Maſter.— For, adds the Apoſtle, this is Right: 


that is, this Duty is conformable: to the 


dictates of Reaſon and Nature; and, there- 
fore, ought to be performed, were no othet 
authority brought to enforce ; it. Sl 
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In the helpleſs part of Life, little ell s 


wanting, to ſecure. the neceſſary Obedience; 
beſides the common feelings of ſelf-preſers 


vation, which begin very early to operate; 


and attach the Infant to the Parent, as ſoon 
as it is able to perceive its own weakneſs 


and inſufficiency. - So powerful, indeed, is 


the union, that ſcarcely any ſeverity is able 
to drive it from the hand that ſupplies its 
daily food. In all its diſtreſſes, from what- 


ever quarter they come, the infant arms {till 


cling raund the parent ſtock, for relief and 
protection. 


* 
* 


The Wiſdom of Providence is conſpicuous, 


in thus providing for the ſafety of Children. 


by inherent principles of ſubmiſſion and 
obedience, at a time, when they would be 
little influenced by the deductions of Reaſon, 
or the authority of Revelation, For, if 
Nature itſelf had not returned the care and 
affection of the Parent, with the ſubjection 
and allegiance of the Child, the defection of 
the latter would inevitably bring with it 
numerous evils, and, perhaps, its very dey 
ſtruction. Separated from the Parent, what 
hand would miniſter to its wants; would 


teach it to elude the ſnares that lie in its 


way; 


S 1 1 „„ 
way; or protect it from che violence that 
every where threatens the unwary ? Hap⸗ 
pily, therefore, in the early part of life, 
Children; ſeldom have either inclination or 
courage to rebel againſt the authority of | 


their Parents; but, ſubmit to their guidance, 


and even to their correction, without an 
thoughts of deſerting the hand that inflicts 


it. f er ee Nen 

But, the vigour of parental ll 
and the conſequent obedience of the Child; 
will not be found leſs neceſſary for the wel- 
fare of the latter, when his moral charactet 
begins to take its form and colour; When 
Self feels, or faneies it feels, its own im- 
portance; and the Paſſions take a larger 
ſhare in his determinations and purſuits. 
Errors, committed now, will be found of 
worſe conſequence than former ones. Cor- 
rection, unreſiſted and undiſputed, ' readily 


effects its purpoſe in the early period of life. 


But, in the years of 'youth, marked with - 
raſhneſs and an impatience of control, the 


authority to correct is, perhaps, called in 


png and the directions of the prodent 
holly diſregarded. And yet, the com- 
977 of the Child wich the authority and 

advice 
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advice of the Parent is, certainly, in aw 


eminent degree, eſſential, at this important 
ſeaſon. | 75 1 | | 8 


It is incumbent, therefore, on Parents, 
to preſerve in their Children a proper ſenſe 
of their dependent ſtation, and a due regard 
to their experience and advice, till habitual 
rectitude of conduct have rendered their 
care and authority over them unneceſſary. 


It will be found a fatal miſtake to throw the 


reins into unſkilful hands, before prudence 


and diſcretion have taken a proper ſhare in 


the management of them. On the other 


hand, Children, now capable of being acted 
upon by the united powers of Reaſon and 
Religion, ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be pro- 
perly influenced thereby: and, thoſe un- 
erring monitors forcibly direct them to ma- 
nifeſt a due reſpect and ſubmiſſion to their 
Parents. Should they revolt at the repeti- 
tion of former puniſhments, they ought not 
to {uffer their faults to remain uncorrected, 
by more gentle methods of perſuaſion : Pa- 
rental advice and injunctions (proceeding 
from an anxious regard to their happineſs 
and welfare) ſhould be liſtened to with at- 
tention, and followed with cheerfulneſs and 
alacrity. ; Children, 


8 * n o * II. 8 49. 
Children, indeed, of chis age, would 


| readily attend to the advice of the prudent 
and experienced, did they diſcover” the 


dangers with which they are ſurrounded, 
and the ſnares that are planted in their way, 
in the outſet of life. Every ſuggeſtion of 


the breaſt, and every ſtep they advance, is 


of conſequence, when the heart is about to 
take its moſt important deciſions, and a path 
to be purſued, that will end in happineſs or 
miſery. They will perceive the neceſſity of 
being guided by the affectionate care of 
others, if they will, for a moment, con- 
template the Examples, too freqdently ſet 


before them, by thoſe helpleſs Orphans, who , 
have no- parental eye to watch their ſteps, ' 


no affectionate hand to lead them through 
this hazardous ſeaſon of hfe. Left to them< 
ſelves, they ſoon deviate into the paths of 


vice and miſery, without perceiving their 


error, till it be too late to correct it. 1 


Reaſon, Religion and Experience, there“ 


fore, all unite in demanding, from the 
Offspring, ſubmiſſion and obedience, till 


maturity, and confirmed habits of piety and 
virtue, juſtly eſtabliſh their claim to ſelſ- 
guidance and protection. Children, there- 
ey fore, 


= 
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ſote, with great wiſdom does the Apoſtle 6 
give you this command, Obey your. Parents, 
in e for this rights th (53%; WI:; 
1 17190 HHN eig. 
But, it is, by a no > means, to bs aire Hh 
that, when the authority of the Parent is 
depoſed; when the Child, grown into ma- 
turity, and, juſtly liberated from parental 
correction and commands, feels his own in- 
dividual independence, and a reſponſibility 
for his awn conduct; —it is, I ſay, by no 
means, to be imagined, that, even then, 
the Relation, between the Parent and the 
Child, is diſſolved; and that no particular, 
no affectionate regard is due from the one 
to the other. Undoubtedly, a tender and 
mutual concern ought to be alive in their 
hearts till the lateſt period ; till Death icſelf 
diſſolves an union, formed by the conſtitu- 
tion of our Nature, ſtrengthened by the 
dictates of Reaſon, and enforced by the 
politive commands of Revelation. 


Children, therefore, when they are gone 
out into the world, and are become, as it 
were, their own maſters, are not to forget 
that they have Parents, who have a juſt 
claim upon their affections: they are not to 

8 regard 
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tegard their wants and miſery - n in- 
difference; or be unconcerned for their hap- 
pineſs and comfort; This is plainly forbid- 
den by the divine Commänd, ſolemnly re- 
peated by the Apoſtle, in the next words o 
the text, "Honour my Father and thy Lea acc 


This Command, I am n perſuaded, (at ha 
ſame time that it implies. obedience in our 
earlier years) particularly directs itſelf to 
our adult ſtate; when, our liberation from 
the parental yoke might tempt us to imagine 
that we are releaſed, alſo, from all concern 
and obligation, with reſpect to our Parents. 
The word uſed in the original Hebrew, and 
the order, in which the Apoſtle has intro- 
duced the Command, both Juſtify this Ins 
rerpretation, 


It is moſt evilent that, in this our: * RB, 
of Freedom, there ate many and eſſential 
duties united with the Relation we ſtand in 
to thoſe who gave us birth: and, to Honour 
them, certainly means, that we ſhould ſtill ; 
bear towards them the moſt affectionate re- 
gards; ſtill treat them with the utmoſt 
reſpect and attention; and, ſtill endeavour 
to profit by their experience and advice. 

9 + Moreover, 
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Moreover, if Providence, in his infcrutabls j 
deſigns, has thought good to raiſe. Us to A 

proſperous ſtate, and to depreſs. our Parents 
with adverſity ; we ſhall not comply with 
the Divine Command, if we do not en- 
deavour to diſcover their wants, aſſiſt them 
with our ſubſtance, and e cn euer 
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| | To urge us to the performance of theſe 
tender obligations, we ought never to forget 
their former cares and ſolicitudes, on our 
account; the many anxieties and troubles 
they have vnavoidably experienced, i in at- 
tending us through the helpleſs years of our 
infancy, and in rearing. us up to ſtrength, 
and to manhood; the hopes and fears, the 
wiſhes and the prayers for our future happi- 
neſs and proſperity, that have agitated their 
parental breaſts! = Theſe things plead for- 
cibly with our hearts; and are, indeed, ſo 
many juſt and powerful claims upon us, for 
a grateful and affectionate return, With 
_ filial tenderneſs and aſſiduity we ſhould keep 
alive their pleaſures, and longer detain thoſe IM 
innocent enjoyments that are endeavouring Ml 
to quit their feeble graſp. We ſhould par- 
take of all their happineſs, nor refuſe to 
ſhare 
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hare their burthen of chiſeries. When the 
infirmities of age are upon them, and the 
days are arrived, in which they have no. 


pleaſure; the Command enjoins us to viſit 


them in their ſickneſs; to mitigate their 
pains and ſorrows with kindneſs and conſo- 
lation; and, at the approach of death, to 

ſoften the pillow, whereon wearied nature 
would gladly lay: its head, and meſh in my 


vo his is to obey. the See 757 thy 
Father and thy Mother ; and rightly to aſſert 
our claim to the Promiſe, That it may be well 
with thee, and thou * live Jong on the 


Earth, VE IG ES Nad T5 
But, we muſt not 8 another duty to 
which we are obliged by this command: 
namely that no diſgraceful or atrocious 
conduct, in us, be the cauſe of diſhonouring 
our Parents. If the Child be guilty of any 
baſe or unworthy actions, Diſhonour will 


ſometimes fall (perhaps undeſervedly) on 
thoſe who gave him birth. — But, even, if 


his Parents ſhould eſcape the odium, and 


the diſgrace be all his own; inſtead of ad- 
miniſtring comfort, in their latter days, 
(which. is his bounden duty) be will daſh 
. - "their 
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HA ING gone a the formet di. 
viſion of the text, and explained the duty of 
the Offspring, in relation to the Patent; I 
proceed to the latter part of the Apoſtæs 
injunctions, and beg to engage the attention 
of all thoſe, who ſtand in the relation 'bf 
Parents, or Friends, to the Children now 
before us; and whoſe attendance, at this 
time, I particularly e e 


I confeſs, indeed, that my chief bude, 
at the preſent, i is with them. For, though the 
duties, already pointed out, are not wholly : 
apart from our purpoſe, and may not be 
altogether unprofitable to ſome, "who hear 
me; yet, doubtleſs, the laudable Deſi ign bf 
Sunday Schools will more effectually be pto- 
moted, if Parents, ſeeing the extent of theit 
obligations, can be induced to perform thoſe 
important duties, which flow from the rela- 
tion they ſtand in to their Children, 


For, it is obuibed; that- the accodlats 
meat of this Pest ny be greatly impeded, 
and: 


% 


\ 
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and in ſome Ss perhaps) bol de- 
frated, by the evil conduct of the Parents 
and Friends of the Children, who are the 
objects of our care. Will the inſtructions 
they recelve, elther at School, or at Church, 
be able to work that reformation, we aim at, 
if they be taught, at home, leſſons of. a 
contrary tendency ? Will the lying, the 
ſweating, the pilfering Child, for inſtance, 
be effectually reformed by others, while he 
remains, not only uncorrected for ſuch atro> 
cious faults by his friends, but, perhaps, 
even encouraged thereto by their example? 


Under fuch e all the care we 
tan, poſſibly take, to bring up the Children 
in the practice of their duty, will not avail; 
and this, from the very nature of the Rela- 
tion, between them and their Parents. For, 
in the early part of life, Children can admit 
no authority ſuperior to the parental. Their 
daily wants keep them in a conſtant ſub- 
miſſion to it; and the cuſtom of relieving 
thoſe wants, or the power of increaſigg 
them, lodges with the Parent an influence 
and control, which no inſtitution can ſuper- 
ſede, or even contend with. But, naturally 
inne to be like choſe, to whom we feel 

5 ourſelves 


to prove bleſſings to their Children 1 If they 8 
ſhould refuſe ſo to unite, the very power 
and authority, with which the laws of na- MW 
ture have inveſted them, may prove a ſource 
of miſery to their offspring; and the prin- 
eiples of obedience, in the Child, intended 
for its welfare and happineſs, may, from the 
evil conduct of the nw Waben its de- 
ſtructioun. eie 


With great wiſdom, therefore, does the 
Apoſtle proceed: 27 Fathers, provoke not 
your Children 10 wrath ; but, bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. fo 
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bib. N is | 
1 | been WR the power of the Parcrits 1 | 
1 Example will be in ah wy that of = 
1/8 Authority. 8.) S310 40:41 8 
* 1 — Nhat Fo Eto 
ah Hence, it is manifeſt of how great con- 
141 ſequence the conduct of Parents is, to the 
WE | welfare of their Children; and how neceſfary 
10s 118 it is, for the accompliſhment of our deſign, ; 
* that they ſhould unite, hand aßd heart, in 
4 1 promoting the benevolent intentions of theſe 
7 Inſtitutions ; ſo likely, with their aſſiſtance, | 
Hy 
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I ſhall paſs over the former WE” this 
emmand with juſt obſerving, that the - 
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ion, in which it ſtands to the "TERS gives 
2 colour to this: (although, I believe, new) 
interpretation: that Parents ſhould not pro- 
volte their Children to wrath, by fo neglecting 
and abandoning. them, in their early /years; 
as to give them cauſe, when they feel tho 
dreadſul effects thereof, to be diſpleaſed and 


*epraged at ſuch conduct towards them; 


Bur, on the contrary, they ſhould: bring 
them up in the. nurture and admonition of "thi 
Lord; which will effectually preſerve them 
from vice and wickedneſs; and, while it 
inſtils into their tender hearts the mild and 
temperate virtues of the ſincere Chriſtian; 
will, inſtead of Mratb, inſpire them with 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and provoke them 
to return the parental care with gratitude 
and kindneſs. That Parents ought to engage 


the affections of their Children, by ſuch con- 


duct, af mon mance ne to proceed: : 


THE Parent i is foimed) by nature, with 
an attachment to the Offipring for its pre- 
ſervation and ſafety. Even among the Brute 


creation, this affection obtains, ſo far as is 


neceſſary for the relative concerns of each: 
but, among Rational Beings, it acquires 
; additional 
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additional ores; and-a more | extenſive apets, 
ation; proportionate to their DEED 7 


and endowments, and to the numerous, com- 
plicate and important ſcenes they are deſtined 
to paſs through. Thus, while the lower 
order of beings act their part well, if their 
alfection reach to a tranſient preſervation 'of 
their offspring; the momentous relation of 


the Parent to the Child dictates a more in 
tenſe, as well as .comprehenſive, care and 


ſolicitude; and, while it provides for his 


preſent. welfare, extends its views, beyond 


the limits of this ſhort life, and acts upon 
the eee of a de and n 
ſtate. | ; | 


Parents, therefore, with reſpect to your 
Children, great and manifold are the duties 
incumbent on you. , For, you. are not only 


bound to do the utmoſt in your power, to 


promote and ſecure their comfort and hap- 
pineſs in this life; but, you are likewiſe 


bound to prepare them, as accountable be- 
ings, by Chriſtian faith, and Chriſtian prac- 


tice, for the attainment of eternal happineſs 


hereafter; or, in the Apoſtle's words, 7 


bring them up in the nurture and admonition * 
| he Lord, 


Now, 


— 
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„ 
In you in be utterly unable to effect 
theſe important duries, without the greateſt 
care and watchfulneſs, Baan own” 


4435 I Men $1 tf] 


THE life ad comverfaciontaF"Oie;/ who” 
is at the Head of a Family, ate of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to all about him. The 
power and authority; which naturally ac- 
company his ſtation” produce an influence. 
in all his words and actions, that cannot be 
reſiſted. His manners, and his habits, in- 
ſinuate themſelves among his dependents, 
and inſenſibly provoke an imitation. But, 
this, as T have hinted, will more eſpecially 
be the caſe, with reſpect to his Children. 
How evil ſever the conduct of the Parent 
may be; in the eyes of his Child, it will 
appear, not only free of blame, but even 
proper and becoming: and it will ſcarcely 
be poſſible for him to avoid an imitation of | 
that character, which he is taught, y na- 
ture, to reverence and obey. | 


Thus, fol intact if the Parent 5 WLAN 
and profane, negligent of his duty to God, 
his neighbour and himſelf ;—is it likely, that 
a | conttary conduct ſhould prevail among his 

G | nn 
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Offspring? Is it likely, that the 8 and 
pliant nature of a Child, on which the ob- 
jects that are moſt about it make the deepeſt : 
impreſſion, and, like the hand of the potter 
on the yielding clay, temper and mold it 
into whatever form they-pleaſez—is it likely, | 
I ſay, that a Child, ſo ſtrongly acted upon 
by an evil example, ſhould yet be able to 
reſiſt, and grow up into a good and-virtuous: 
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10 man, earneſt in the practice of his duty to g 
| a 1 f his God, his fellow- creatures and himſelf? ; 
[| 4 Is the Parent diſhoneſt and unjuſt, com- 
%% mitting violence on the property of his 
| We: ! neighbour, cheating and circumventing the 
FEET unwary ?—Will his Child grow up in the. - 
170 | ſimplicity of the true Chriſtian, and in de- 
J teſtation of ill-gotten wealth? Will he not | 
15 14 rather regard tricks and robbery, as juſt and | 


4 | 5 lawful meaſures; ſince they come recom- 
3 mended by the practice of Him, whoſe 
97 duty it was to mark out, with his own ſteps, 
the path to be purſued? ; 


$1 heh: So the Parent a drunkard, and accuſtomed 
154 ſcenes of riot and debauchery ?—Will the 
. Id grow up with a Chriſtian-like abhor- 
. rence of ſuch conduct, and be ſober, tem- 
11 perate 
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perate and chaſte ? Will he not N | 
ſeduced into the practice of the ſame ex- 
ceſſes, in which his Parent places kis __— 
baſe and miſerable NEE: | 


r SET, rr 
care to provide for the comfort of their fa- 


milies, and heedleſs of their happinefs in 
this world, or the next? Will their Children 
grow up careful and induſtrious; and, like- 
_ Chriſtians, do their utmoſt to bring up their 
future | houſeholds in decency and order? 


Idle and flothful, like their Parents, will 
they not rather grow reconciled to wretched- 
neſs, to filthineſs and rags? and, like them, 
abandon every hope of caſting them off, for 
the comfort and the decent garb of honeſt 
induſtry, if the change is only to be effected 
by ſtruggling to do their beſt, in the ſtation 
Providence has allotted them? E, 


You fee, therefore, how neceſſary it is, 
that your conduct be ſuch as ought to be 
followed by your Children. ; Your own hap- 


pineſs does not more reſt upon it than their's. 


BUT, you are not only to ſpread the 


effects of your own good Conduct among 


G 2 your 
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parental regard for your Children, than be- 
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your Children; you are, alſo, to watch and 
guard their behaviour, with the utmoſt cara 
and caution; leſt they ſhould be ſeduced by 
the evil example of others, or led into 
wickedneſs by their own corrupt inclina- 


tions, 


J 


The world is continually throwing out its 


temptations to inſnare the innocent and un- 
wary. Under the alluring appearance of 


diverſion, jollity and pleaſure, lie concealed 


remorſe, ſorrow and deſtruction, Without 
the watchful eye of the Parent, and the 
timely exertion of his authority, it 1s ſcarcely 


poſſible for his unſuſpecting offspring to 


eſcape the miſchiefs that beſet them, or 


avoid the effects of thoſe profligate ex- 


amples, that every where ſolicit their imita- 


tion. Such is the corruption of our nature, 


that they will inſenſibly ſlide into that beaten 
path which the crowd have marked out for 
them, unleſs the affectionate, but determin- 
ed, hand of the Parent ſtop them in their 


courſe, and drag them from the pernicidus 


track. 


Nothing, therefore, can better ſhew your 


ing 
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_ 
ing watchful in preventing their mixing with 
bad companions. There is not any thing 
can prove more deſtructive of their innocence 
and happineſs, than the company and con- 
verſation of the wicked and profane: for, 
their future life will probably take its prin- 
cipal features, from the example of thoſe, 
with whom they aſſociate in their younger 
years. You ſhould warn, and even force, 
them from their danger. The way of the 
wicked ſhould be unmaſked before them, 
and diſplayed in its proper ſhape and colours: 
the flowers, with which it is adorned, ſhould 
be ſtripped off; and the ſnares and preci- 
pices, which lie beneath, expoſed to their 
view. They ſhould know, and be ſtrongly 
impreſſed with this important and experi- 
enced Truth; that, however fortunate they 
may be, in eſcaping the dangers which 
threaten them in this hazardous road, they 
will, at length, inevitably fall a prey to that 
hideous and deyouring monſter, that lies 
lurking at the end of it, 


Sz nz Mon II. | | 


BUT, whether from the Example of 
others, or from their own evil Inclinations, 


bey ſhow any diſpoſition to vice, the miſ- 
chief 
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chief muſt be checked and corrected, in the 
very beginning: for, if it be ſuffered to take 
its courſe, it will, ' unqueſtionably, grow 
worſe and worſe; and, at laſt; perhaps, to 
your ſurprize, mock the power that would 
control it | | 


Thus, if you obſerve, in your Children, 
a diſpoſition to ſpeak falſhoods, or ito ſwear, 
or to take the name of God in vain; inſtant 
care ſhould be taken to correct theſe miſ- 
chievous beginnings; and effectually to ſub- 
due them, by a proper exertion of your 
duty and authority. For, what are they, 
but the faint out- lines, of a future foul and 
diſguſting portrait? If theſe firſt faults re- 
main uncorrected, will not a ruder and more 
licentious colouring riſe upon our view; and, 
at length, diſplay a horrible picture of de- 
pravity ?—Careleſs of his fate, will not the 
full-grown profligate redouble his falſhoods, 
and his imprecations; become deteſted by 
all good men, and ſeemingly abandoned, by 
his Maker, as reprobate and loſt ? | 


Again: if you know that yaur Children 
are, in any reſpect, guilty of pilfering and 
ſealing from your neighbours, or others; 

ox os or 
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or· of over - reaching and defrauding their 
companions, even in the moſt trifling mat- 
ter; you ſhould ſeverely correct them for 
their conduct. You ſhould ſtrongly repre- 
ſent to them the dangerous conſequences, 
which ſuch crimes often lead to, light and 
trivial as they may now appear. If the 
little ſucceſsful thefts and villainies, com- 
mitted by Children, remain unnoticed” and 
unpuniſhed, they naturally take courage as 
they grow up, and their offences ſoon be- 
come of greater magnitude and concern, 
both to themſelves. and to the public. The 
Laws of God, and of their Country, will be 
violated with indifference; and, the infant 
hand, that now ſteals a trifle, without cor- 
rection, will not heſitate, hereafter, to ſeize, 
and plunder the traveller, in his way. 


We are taught, indeed, by daily expe- 
rience, how neceſſary it is to put an effectual 
ſtop to theſe baſe and unjuſt propenſities 
in Children. They are but the beginnings 
of the moſt fatal and deſtructive conduct. 
For want of timely correction, how many 
lives have, of late, been forfeited, to the 
injured laws of ſociety! Indeed, if once 
diſhoneſt habits be ſuffered to take faſt hold, 


it 


it is impoſſible to ſay, where the miſchief 


perceive your Children inclined. Check and, 


welfare and happineſs of your Children 


r 


will ſtop, or to what enormities this evil 
principle may not lead. It is more cloſely 
allied to the deepeſt guilt, and the deepeſt 
miſery, than is ſometimes perceived. He 
that, in the ſhades. of night, hath iſſued, 
from his concealment only to rob, hath often 
returned to it the wretch, that hath * 

murder to his crime 1 % h h 


The ſame reaſoning holds ag with 
reſpect to all other vices, to which you may 


correct them betimes, Jeſt they get the 
maſtery over their virtues, and prove the 
deſtroyers of their peace, both here and 
hereafter. s 


T o CONCLUDE.———How powerful are the 
motives—how important the duties and ob- 
ligations - by which you are urged to unite 
your endeavours, in bringing to perfection 
the benevolent deſign of this Sunday Inſtitu- 
tion! Who, more concerned in its accom- 
pliſhment than yourſelves ? Its object is the 


Theſe little ones now before us! A Genera- 
tion, as yet, we truſt, uncorrupted by the 
vices 


vices and iniquities of the preſent; and, 
capable of being trained up in the know- 
ledge, and in the practice, of their duty.— 
Can any additional motive be wanting to 
engage your affections? Is it poſſible, that 
theſe promiſed Bleſſings can be regarded, 
with indifference, by thoſe, whoſe Children 
ate the objects of our care? It is impoſſible: 
—and we expect you to contribute your full 
ſhare in the good work. The order and re- 
gularity, which this Inſtitution has already 
introduced among us, particularly on the 
Sabbath, is a pleaſing earneſt of ſucceſs, and 
Hour endeavours oy are wanting, to to in- 
ſure it. e 


offer me again to repeat, that it is in- 
diſpenſably required of you, to be careful 
of your own ways; to ſhew an example, 
worthy of your Children's "imitation; to 
watch their conduct with parental care; to 
correct their vices and encourage their vir- 
tues.— Becauſe you are obſcure in ſtation, 
think not that you are overlooked, and thar 

your behaviour is of little conſequence to 
thoſe about you. More eyes are upon you, 
and more will be influenced by your ex- 
ample, than you are aware of. © Your 
H Children, 
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Children, above all, will be ftrongly im- U 
preſſcd, by every word you ſpeak, and by 
every thing you do. Among other duties, 
it is abſolutely incumbent upon you, to 
obſerve the Sabbath in a becoming manner; 
and, particularly, by a regular attendance 
on the public worſhip of Almighty God. It 
is, perhaps, the only, it is certainly; the def, 
means of arriving at the knowledge of your 
own duties; and it will have the moſt de- 
ſirable effect on your Children. Great and 
numberleſs bleſſings attend upon it. The 
faith, and the practice, of the true Chriſtian 
are derived from it; and, by it, they are, 
afterwards, rooted and confirmed, 
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In addition to theſe religious conſidera- 
tions, let me urge you to eſtabliſh, in your, 
Children, ſuch habits of Labour and In- 
duſtry, as are ſuitable to the humble ſtation 
Providence has thought good to place them 


— Ago — 42 —-- 


S 


— 


0 in. Idleneſs cannot maintain itſelf, without 
[i the aſſiſtance of Diſhoneſty : and, it often 
x happens, that, to ſatisfy thoſe wants, which 
k Diligence might eaſily ſupply, many are 
* driven into wicked and deſtructive practices. 
* —As the ſtrongeſt incitement to your Chil- 
; dren, be, Yourſelyes, ſober and induſtrious 
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in your callings. You have continually be- 
fore you examples, pointing out the wiſdom 
of this conduct. You ſee miſery and wretch- 

edneſs ever creeping into the habitations of 
Vice and Sloth; while decency and comfort 
ſpread round the dwellings of honeſt In- 
duſtry and Labour. 


UNITED, as I am perſuaded we ſhall 
be, in our endeavours to promote, the wel- 
fare and. happineſs of theſe Children, by 
Bringing them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord; united, alſo, let us be, in our 
prayers, that the bleſſing of the Almighty 
may deſcend on our Inſtitution, and make it 
inſtrumental in preſerving many from the 
ways of ſin and miſery, and directing them 
into thoſe, which lead to holineſs and ever- 
laſting felicity. We may, indeed, with con- 
fidence, truſt in the Divine Favour—for, Ir 
is not the will of our heavenly Father, that One 
of theſe Little-ones ſhould periſb. 

H 2 
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Preached on the iſt of JUL xv, 178), 


In AI Sainte Church, in the Town of Nox TRHAur ron, 


For the Benefit of the SUnDay SCHOOLS 
Eſtabliſhed in that Pariſh, 


Preached and publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Subſcribers to the 
ſaid Schools, | 
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"MATTHEW, xviii. 5, 6. 
Wnoso SHALL RECEIVE ONE SUCH LITTLE Cm ix 
MY NAME, RECEIVETH ME. BUT, wWHOSO SHALL. 
OFFEND ONE OF THESE LITTLE- ONES, WHICH BE- 
LIEVE IN ME, IT WERE BETTER FOR HIM THAT A 
MILL-STONE WERE HANGED ABOUT HIS NECK, AND: 
THAT HE WERE DROWNED IN THE DEPTH OP THE, | 

8 EA. 
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Th E frequent and affectionate notice, 
which our Saviour, when on earth, took of 
the Children that mingled with the crowd 
which generally attended him, lifts them 
into obſervation and importance; and, by 
the moſt powerful motive, his own example, 
excites in the breaſt of every true Chriſtian 
a like tender concern towards thoſe innocent 
objects, whenever their ſituation demands 
the exerciſe of our attention and bene- 
volence, 


In the verſes preceding the text, a Child. 
becomes an humble but powerful inſtrument, 
4 in 


- 
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in che hands of our Lord, for conveying 58 | 
forcibly his divine Inſtructions. An Infant's 
gentle form, and unoffending diſpoſition and 
manners; are held up to his followers as a 
pattern of that humility, to which the 
chriſtian mind muſt be reduced, in or1er to 
obtain pre-eminence in the kingdom of 
heaven: a mode of conveying his inſtrue- 
rions, which, while it more eaſily opens a 
paſſage to the hearts of his hearers than the 
moſt laboured eloquence, becomes alſo a juſt 
reproof of the forward ſolicitude of his diſ- 
ciples, who were eager to enquire aſter their 
ſuture glory. Indeed, the ſtate of a Chriſ- 
tran, under the true and genuine influence 
of the Goſpel, is ſtrongly and finely depicted 
in the appearance of a Child, over whoſe 
countenance ſpread the ſmiles of innocence, 
and who is cloathed in meekneſs and hu- 
mility. 
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But, that a condition thus meek and 
humble might not appear an invitation to 
oppreſſion or contempt; and that he might 
ſill profitably employ the little innocent, 
towards whom he had directed his diſciples 
attention, our Lord points out, in the words 
pf the text, the important ſtate of infants 


under 
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under the covenant;of the Goſpel; the high 
eſtimation in which 70 would be held, who, 
for his ſake, ſhould kindly cheriſh and pro- 
tect them; and how grievous an offence they 
would commit, who ſhould deſpiſe and re- 
jet them. © Whboſo, ſays he, ſhall receive 
one ſuch little one in my name, receiveth me. 
But, boo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones, 
which believe in me, it were better for bim that 
a mill-flone were banged about his neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the ſea.” 


| Theſe words are particularly applicable to 
our purpoſe; and addreſs themſelves with a 
peculiar fitneſs to every congregation of 
Chriſtians that is called upon to encourage 
and ſupport thoſe Inſtitutions, which it is 
My part to recommend to your attention and 
care, If, with a prophetic eye, our Lord 
had perceived theſe eſtabliſhments, and had 
intended to recommend them, - in the moſt 
forcible manner, -to the preſent generation, 
words could not haye been better formed for 
the purpoſe. Theſe, To receive one ſuch little 
one in my name, have a ſingular application to 
an Inſtitution, whoſe principal object is zo 
receive Children, with the pious intention of 
training them up in the knowledge and praftice 
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of CHriSTIaniTY. When, too, our Lord 
takes theſe acts of kindneſs and benevolence 
as done to himſelf,” it had been enough to 
point out the great importance of the duty; 
if, ſtill to heighten it, he had not declared 
that a ſudden and violent death were prefer= 
able to the crime of rejeFing them, and leav- 
ing them open to the influence and the 
practice of vice and wickedneſs. For, the 
phraſe, who/o ſhall O END one , theſe little 
ones, means, in the original,“ who/o ball 
BECOME THE CAUSE OF OFFENCE in one of theſe 
little ones; and ſo implies, that, whenever 
the circumſtances of Children ſolicit our 
compaſſion, and we refuſe to employ the 
opportunities of beſtowing it, which pro- 
vidence has placed in our hands, we become, 
in ſome meaſure, anſwerable for thoſe offences 
which they afterwards commit, for want of 
our proper care and attention. 
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HAVING already given my opinion 
and earneſt recommendation of Sunday 
Schools pretty much at large, I may, now 
called upon again, be ſuppoſed to meet the 
ſubject at ſome diſadvantage. I am glad to 

| "ay 


Oß Fay oraranon—Qui autem offendere fecerit. 
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Jay hold on this circumſtance, that I may 
claim a more than ordinary ſhare of your 
candour and indulgence, The ſubject, how- 
ever, is not exhauſted. The Ohje#ions" to 
thefe Inſtitutions have not been diſcuſſed. : 


While, therefore, I point out their excel- 
Jence, and recommend them to your patron- 
age and ſupport; I ſhall embrace this oppor- 
*tunity of taking up what remains of the 
ſubject, and anſwer the Objections, which 
have, by ſome, been offered againſt their 
expediency : and, finally, ſhall endeavour to 
excite, in all parties concerned, an active 
and regular uſe of the advantages they hold 
out, for promoting the happineſs of in- 
dividuals, and the good order of the com- 
munity. | 77 33: 24h 


„IF the actions of free-agents, like our- 
ſelves, be the reſult of intention and purſuit, 
and if theſe take much of their nature and 
colour from the influence of thoſe habits in 
which we are trained up; if the rational and 
moral tendency of dur habitual conduct de- 
termine the wiſdom and ſecure the happineſs 
of individuais, and the wiſdom and happi- 
neſs of individuals conſtitute the peace and 
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welfare of a community nothing of all 
which can be denied - then do the Inſtitu- 
tions, which demand our preſent attention, 
recommend themſelves, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, to our protection and encouragement 


Their great and ultimate object is, to ſe- 
cure the general happineſs and tranquillity, 
by eſtabliſhing habits of virtue and regu- 
larity in the ldwer orders of the people. It 
is propoſed to effect the important purpoſe, 
by moving among them the united powers 
of Religion and Order; by a timely and re- 
gular inſtruction, to impreſs ſo ſtrong a ſenſe 
of their various duties on the heart, as that 
its impulſe may be irreſiſtible, and may pro- 
duce, generally, a becoming and chriſtian» 
like deportment. 


That theſe Schools promiſe to obtain this 
deſirable end, is obvious to every one who 
gives them a moment's conſideration, Their 
force is employed to correct and control thoſe _ 
parts of the community, which have been 
accuſtomed - moſt to diſturb its peace and 


tranquillity. What are all the robberies, 


violence and murders, the relations of which 
ſo frequently agonize the breaſt of humanity, 
but 


but the actions of thoſe wretches, on whoſe 
young and tender nature Religion and Virtue 
were never ſuffered to take their gentle, but 
tenacious, hold? Neglected or abandoned 
by their friends; open, as well to their own 
corrupt inclinations, as to the pernicious ex- 
f ample of wicked companions, many of them 
grow up familiar with vice and rapine, and 
regard them as their ſettled and appropriate 
employ. Inſtead of having any knowledge 
of God, or viewing themſelves as parts of a 
community, the peace, and ſafety of which 
they are bound to preſerve by their own de- 
portment, they impiouſly break through all 
order and reſtraint; and, as if civilization 
or humanity had n never touched their breaſt, 
ruſh upon the public, heedleſs alike of the 
- miſery they bring upon themſelves or others. 


Were theſe Inſtitutions, however, happily 
univerſal, not one of theſe miſerable beings 
would be able to eſcape their beneficial 
effects; not one, in his wicked purpoſes, 
would remain unchecked by a deep - laid 
ſenſe of duty, and a conſciouſneſs of the 
divine preſence. The little looſe and aban- 
doned ſtragglers would be invited, or driven, 

into 
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into the chriſtian fold: Religion and Ordet 
would begin their operations; and, by a 
frequent and regular renewal, ſo work theit 
purpoſe to effect, as to leave them prepared 
to reſiſt the force of evil examples and tht 
ſuggeſtions of their own natural corruption. 


Now, the proper uſe of the Sabbath-day 
affords the moſt efficacious means of obtain- 
ing the great object in view, It is the pro» 
feſſed intention of theſe Schools to eſtabliſh, 
in the riſing generation of the Poor, an 
uniform and devout obſervation of the 
Lord's day, by making it an invariable rule 
to carry them, on every retutn of it, to the 
public worſhip of God, and the inſtructions 
of the pulpit. To accompliſh this, is ſurely 
a moſt deſirable thing, independent of any 
inſtructions they may receive at ſchool. 
For, as to the negle& of this duty may be 
aſcribed all that profligacy of manners ſo 
prevalent among, the lower orders of the 
People, ſo every advantage we could wiſh 
will ariſe out of a regular performance of it. 
It will be impoſſible for the moſt viciouſly 
inclined, among the children, not to yield, 
in ſome degree, to the impreſſions of Re 
ligion and Duty that will fall ſo repeatedly 

on 
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on them, by an uniform attendance at 
Church. Divine Truths, and a proper ſenſe 
of their obligations, will, in time, reach their 
hearts and affections; and, we truſt, ſhow 
their beneficial influence in their lives and 
converſations. | 


4 * it is, beſides, of che greateſt impor- 
rance, that theſe Inſtitutions, by a regular 
attendance on public worſhip,.. afford the 
happy means of diſpenſing the important 
truths of the Goſpel among the Poor,, too 
many of whom are wholly uninfarmed of the 
relation they ſtand in to their Maker, or the 
terms on which their ſalvation depends, 
When there is no other name under heaven, 
but that of Jeſus Chriſt, by which they may 
be ſaved, it is a merciful interpoſition of 
Providence to afford theſe freſh opportunities 
of obtaining a knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and theſe freſh incitements to Chriſ- 
tian Practice. For, beſides the uſual. in- 
ſtructions, which the Children may obtain 
in common with others, theſe Inſtitutions 
ſecure to the Clergy the means (which they 
are too often deprived of, by the negle& of 
their parents) of catechiſing them in a body, 
and applying their inſtructigns to the parti- 

cular 
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cular circumſtances” of their Catechumens, 
An important part of the miniſterial duty! 
which enables us to bring home to the un- 
derſtandings of our little audiences, -thoſg 
eſſential truths and ſocial duties, which are 
moſt likely to eſtabliſh their Faith, and pro- 
duce a correſpondent Practice, when they 
become more active and important members 
of the community. We all feel tlie neceſſity 
of adopting the principles of Chriſtianity, 
and of conforming our lives and actions to 
its divine precepts. It is the only firm 
foundation on which to build our peace and 
happineſs in every ſtation of life. But the 
over-ruling power, and the ſoothing conſo- 
lations of our Religion, are, in a pecu- 
liar manner, ſuited to thoſe: humble, and, 
often, diſtreſſed ſituations, in which the ob- 
Jes of our compaſſion will, probably, paſs 
their days. By making them Chriſtians, you 
confer on them the greateſt of bleſſings ; 
you enable them to bear their burthens and 
miſeries, not only with reſignation, but even 
with comfort and ſatisfaction. 


NOTWITHSTANDING, however, theſe 
great and obvious advantages, Objeftions 
haye, by ſome, been caſt againſt theſe 

eſtabliſhments, 
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eſtabliſhments, in order to juſtify, if poſſible, 
the denial of encouragement. The niggard 
mind is an artful pleader in its own cauſe, 
and very ingenious in diſcovering pretences 
for withſtanding the ſolicitations of poverty 
and miſery. The preſent caſe, indeed, re- 
quires uncommon exertion ; for, no Inſtitu- 
tions ever put Chriſtian charity or Chriſtian 
ſincerity cloſer to the teſt than theſe, or more 
forcibly addreſſed themſelves to our benevo- 
lence. and compaſſion; 


I ſhall endeavour to remove, as I pro- 
poled, theſe Objections out of the way, that 
nothing may obſtruct the full exerciſe of 
your kindneſs and charity towards theſe 
Children now before us. 


THE Objection which I ſhall begin with 
is, certainly, that which demands our firſt 
notice; ſince, if there were any ground for 
it, or it could not be refuted, there would 
be no need to ſupport it with- any other, in 
order to juſtify an oppoſition to theſe in- 
ſtitutions. The objection I mean is, what 
has been urged by ſome, © That it is em- 


ploying the Children in a manner incon- 


ſiſtent 
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of the Sabbath.“ 


89 % 
K. 
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ſiſtent with the appointed Reſt and Sanctity 


i 


It is certainly ſomewhat curious, that 
theſe Schools ſnould be charged with the 
violation of what they were "principally 
eſtabliſhed to promote. and ſecure, the u 
and pious obſervance 'of the Sabbath-day : \ and 
the objection could never have arifen in the 
minds of any, except ſuch as are ignorant of 
the ſpirit: of that holy inſtitution; or have 
very partial and confined notions of t- 


The Brute knows no difference of days, 
nor does Nature exhibit any phœnomena to 
notify the particular holineſs of the Sabbath. 
It takes its origin from the poſitive com- 
mands of God; was graciouſly appointed 
in compaſſion to our wants and infirmities; 
and can only be wentified and known, from 
other days, by the different and ſuitable con- 
duct of Rational Beings, It is agreed, on 
all hands, that this conduct ought to be 
marked with the two diſtinguiſhing charac- 
ters of the day, Ref and Holineſs. 


But, with reſpect to the former; theſe 
Objectors are wholly miſtaken, if they ſup- 
pole that the Re of the Sabbath means a 
| total 
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total ĩnaction both of body and mind; which 
they muſt do, to give the objection any 
weight, ſince the employment of theſe 
Schools is chiefly, if not entirely, mental. 
The Reſt required, is an exemption from 
the uſual bodily labour: if it be extended 
farther, every exertion of the intellectual 
faculties, even in the cauſe of truth and ho- 
linefs, is a violation of the Sabbath. But, 
this puts an end, at once, to the Sanity of 
it: for, I do not know what the Sanctity of 
the Sabbath means, if it do not mean a par- 
ticular exerciſe of our religious affections on 
that day, more than on others; and that the 
leiſure afforded us, by a ceſſation of worldly 
concerns, be uſed in obtaining inſtruction in 
our duty, in advancing in religious know- 
ledge, and in the more earneſt and devout 
adoration of the Supreme Being.—Will theſe 
Inſtitutions militate againſt this proper and 
rational uſe of the Sabbath? Will they nor, 
in a peculiar manner, promote and confirm 
it; and make the Ref, allowed us on this 
day, happily ſubſervient to its Holineſs? All 
their inſtructions, all their efforts are direct- 
ed to this important end, While they ſnatch 
the little objects of their care from the ſcenes 
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of diſſipation and wickedneſs (thoſe — 2 pro- 


fanations of the Sabbath) which, on this 


day, their leiſure often tempts them. into, 


they affectionately inſpire them with a loye 
of their religious and ſocial duties, aſſiſt 
divine grace in ſanctifying their hearts, and 
prepare them for a more grateful and devput 


adoration of their Maker. { 


But, if they will read the Scriptures, theſs 


Objectors will find themſelves confuted by 


our Lord himſelf. In many inſtances,“ he 


has marked out for us the true form and 


ſpirit of the Goſpel Sabbath, which wears 


not ſo rigid an aſpect as that of the Jews, 


nor gives any countenance to ſevere and un- 


charitable auſterities. To thoſe who had 


objected to the exerciſe of his mercy and 


compaſſion, on the Sabbath, our Lord puts 


this queſtion : Vhich of you ſhall have an aſs ' 
or ah ox fallen into a pit, and will not firaight- 


way pull him out on the Sabbath-day? F At 
once reproving their hypocriſy and juſtify- 


ing his own benevolence. Hereby, like- 


wiſe, teaching us, that the Reſ# of the Sab- 
bath excludes not works of great neceſſity, 
nor the SauZity of it, works of mercy. On 


this 


Mark ii. 27. Luke vi. 9% Xili,15, f Luke xiv, 3. 
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this ground, then, is the Odjection again re- 
futed; for, a work of greater neceſſity can- 
not call for our aid than that, in which theſe 
Inſtitutions are employed; nor can a greater 
| act of mercy be ſhown than that, which liber- 
aliy encourages their pious and benevolent 
deſign. If theſe Objectors would not heſitate 
to relieve their beaſt from its diſtreſs on the 
Sabbath - day, let them at leaſt ſhow as much 
readineſs in ſtretching out a compaſſionate. 
hand to their fellow - creatures, to ſnatch 
them from the clouds of ignorance in which 
they are involved, and to reſcue them from 
the bondage of fin and milery. 


THE next objection I ſhall notice is 
« That theſe Schools, by the inſtructions 
they afford the lower orders of the people, 
will lift them above their ſtations, and unfit 
them for their reſpective employments.” “. 


This objection takes its riſe, either from 
ſelfiſh conſiderations, or miſtaken notions of 
the nature of a large and civilized commu- 


nity. f 


7 


Perſons of confined views are alarmed at 


the idea they have unhappily conceived, 
. that 
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that a deluge of Learning is going to over- 
fpread the Land, and threatens to break 
down thoſe elevated ſeats, which their own 
acquirements have placed them in, above 
the ignorant and depreſſed multitude. They 
cannot bear that any portion of intellectual 
light ſhould gain admiſſion into, the poor 
man's mind, although it mould ſerve to 
point out to him the paths of duty and 
obedience. While the ſun ſheds its benign 
influence, with equal kindneſs, on the cot- 
tage of the Poor and the manſion of the. 
Affluent, the latter would uncharitably deny 
the former any part of that better radiance,” 
by which their own minds are illumined. 
No, ſay they, in ignorance they were born, 
in ignorance let them remain; nor preſume 
to reach thoſe in knowledge, whom they are 
ſo far behind in the means of obtaining it. 
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But, theſe are the ſuggeſtions of little and 
1litberal minds; which, inſtead of denying 
that ſmall portion of knowledge to others, 
which providence has put in their power to 
beſtow, ſhould endeavour to maintain the 
ſuperiority by increaſing their own. They 
may reft aſſured, that they have not attained 
the utmoſt of human acquirements; and 

have 
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have, therefore, only to continue their pro- 
greſs, to leave thoſe at a proportional diſ- 
tance, whom they cannot ſuffer to be apy 
forward i in the way. 


But, the abjittion is ſometimes made from 
miſtaken notions of the nature of Society 
and General Policy. It is impolitic, ſay 
the objectors, to give theſe children Know- 
ledge: it will but unfit them for their 
ſtations; make them bad labourers and me- 
chanics; and 1 them above their order in 
the community.” 3h 


C 


Now, enen the en to be ob- 
wind: in theſe Schools ſhould reach as far as 
the fears of theſe objectors have carried it, I 
have as good reaſons: to deny the confe= 
quences, as they have to preſume them. 
Were theſe inſtitutions univerſal; and, by 
their means, had a general increaſe of know- 
ledge diffuſed itſelf through the lower orders 
of the people, it is not to be ſuppoſed, but 
that the bulk of them would remain in the 
ſame ſtation they now occupy in the com- 
munity; and fill, with equal decorum, the 
offices that are inſeparably connected with 
it. They, who have any inſight into the 
' ſprings 
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fprings and motives of human action, o 
can but feebly diſcern the conſtituent parts 
and mutual combinations, which invariably 
form and hold together an extenſive and 
civilized ſociety, will perceive: that this ac- 
quiſition of Knowledge cannot injure, - or 
change, the texture of that ſociety ; and 
that its principal effect will be to ſtimulate: 
the other claſſes to increaſe their's, in due 
proportion. This impulſe, at the Baſe of 
the community, would probably lift every. 
other diviſion of it a degree higher in the 
ſcale of human knowledge. The Objectors 
need be under no fears, leſt, by the. opera- 
tion of theſe Schools, there ſhould: be no 
dregs in the community; no bottom claſs to 
do the labour and drudgery of the public. 
Society cannot be brought into a ſtate of 
equal refinement. The various parts of 
which it is compoled, whatever intellectual 
commotions may ariſe, will, according to 
their different qualities, naturally find their 
proper ſtation in the maſs, and the baſer, of 
courle, ſink. to the bottom; where, notwith- 
ſtanding they ſhould be able to read a book, 
they muſt, of neceſſity, take up ſuch em- 
ployments as providence has unchangeably 

| allotted 
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allotted to the loweſt order in a ſtate. 
Whether this man, or that family, ſhall, 
fifty years hence, remain in the ſame ſtation, 
accidents and other eireumſtances may de- 
termine: but, theſe minute parts have no 
confideration in the general view and con- 
templation of an extenſive ſociety; which, 
though one riſe and another fall, can never 
loſe its variety of ſtations, nor be deprived 
of that claſs, which is to toil and labour in 
its ſervice. 2 


We have but to compare former periods 
of our hiſtory with the preſent, to obtain an 
experimental proof of the futility of the ob- 
jection, and of the truth of what is ad- 
vanced. We ſhall find the degrees of know - 
ledge, ſome centuries back and at preſent, 
to be very different. Many gradations in 
the community were, then, ſo rude in liter- 
ature, that ſcarcely any perſon was able to 
read; while the loweſt claſs gazed with re- 
verence and aſtoniſhment on thoſe who could. 
The invention of printing, however, and 
other circumſtances, have widely altered the 
caſe; and, ſince the times alluded to, the 
whole body of the people, thoſe who take 
up the baſeſt and moſt laborious oecupa- 
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tions, have obtained a conſiderable increaſe 
of general knowledge. But, has this ac- 
quiſition been found hurtful to labour; or 
rendered the loweſt orders averſe from thoſe 
employments, that particularly belong to 


their ſtation? The plough, the loom, and 
the mine, have as little reſt now, as at any 


former period, notwithſtanding they who 
work at them can both read and write. The 
blindeſt ages cannot boaſt more perſevering 
labourers than the preſent; nor will they ſet 
up any ſort of competition with our me- 
chanics and manufacturers for induſtry and 
ingenuity. 


Where, then, has been the advantage of 
Ignorance? Where, the miſchief of In- 
ſtruction? From the little obſervation 1 
have made on the conduct of the lower 
orders, I can aflert (and I may challenge the 
experience of thoſe who hear me to contra- 
dict it), that they among them, who have 
received ſome inſtruction in letters, and are 


diſpoſed to increaſe their ſtock of knowledge, 


are more induſtrious in their callings, and 
more becoming and orderly in their manners, 
than they who are wholly illiterate and in a 
ſtate of utter ignorance, 


But, 
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Bot, the wonder, indeed, would be, if 
this were not the caſe; ſince it is founded in 
reaſon and the nature of things, Man can 
no otherwiſe perceive his own dienity, and 
the ſuperiority of his ſtation, than by the 
operation and exerciſe of the Reaſon God 
has beſtowed upon him. While his mental 
faculties are without cultivation, his actions 
ſeem only inſtinctive, and riſe but little 
above the level of thoſe of the beaſt that 
periſhes. By cultivation, however, his 
powers and his views expand; the acts 
which degrade the dignity of his nature are 
leſs frequent; and, conſcious of his exalted 
ſtation in the univerſe, his towefing and im- 
portant Spirit ſprings, with a juſt diſdain, 
from the Brute that would arrogate the ſame 
parallel in the creation. 


But, the fact is, after all, that, whatever 
weight there may be in the ſurmiſes of both 
theſe ſorts of Objectors, it does not in the 
leaſt bear againſt the inſtitutions in queſtion. 
The former may ſecurely enjoy the elevated 
ſtation which his acquirements in literature 


have placed him in; and the alarmed politi- 


cian may throw aſide his ſears, leſt the ar- 


tangement and gradations of the community 
L 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be diſturbed, for any thing theſe in- 
ſtitutions intend, or are able, to do, to mo+ 
left them. The innocent objects of our care 
will neither encroach upon the prerogatives 
of the learned, nor quit that humble and 
ſubordinate ſtation, in which providence has 


(I repeat it) is not to make them Scholars; 
but (what will be more beneficial to them“ 
ſelves and others) Good Chriſtians, and uſe- 
ful and peaceable members of ſociety. To 
correct and purify the heart, is more our 
aim than to furniſh and adorn the head. The 
agents and inſtruments employed direct all 
their efforts to this end, and this only: and 


the children regularly to Church, for public 
worſhip and inſtruction, are regarded as the 
higheſt and moſt important part of the 
ſyſtem. All parts of Learning (in the 
higher acceptation of the word) are wholly 
avoided, not only as unneceſſary for the 
children, but as a matter, in every point of 
view, entirely beyond the ability of the in- 
Nitution, Our little Seminaries will act 
their part well, and fully anſwer the purpoſe 
vf their eſtabliſhment, if they give the ob- 
ze 
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jects of their care a competent knowledge 
of their duty, in its moſt ſimple form; and 
engage them to fill their humble ſtations 
with propriety and decorum. That they 
will be able to perform this important and 
benevolent office we have every reaſon to 
hope, and to expect. 


THERE is another Objection, which 
has in it a plauſible ſnow of concern for the 
health and relaxation of the Children. It is 
objected, © That they, who have been la- 
bovring all the week, ſhould not be con- 
fined at School, and fatigued with books, on 
the Sabbath; but be ſuffered to go abroad 
for air and exerciſe; not only for their 
health's ſake, but that they may not feel 
diſguſted at the return of the Sobbath, 1 
at every thing connected with it. 


This Obje&ion ariſes out of an aſſump- 
tion of circumſtances, which, I believe, in 
theſe inſtitutions, have no exiſtence. The 
force of it depends wholly on the quantity 
of time uſed for inſtruction, and the nature 
of the ſtudies and diſcipline. And thus, 
the Objectors can make nothing of the argu- 
ment, unleſs you ſuffer them to ſet down 
Their 
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their own premiſes; that is, unleſs you give 
them enough of Time, and a large portion 
of Severity. A ſhort appeal to facts will 
beſt refute the Objection. 


Now, ſo ſmall a portion of the day is 
employed in the buſineſs of theſe Schools, 
that it does not in the leaſt interfere with 
any proper relaxation. Two hours in the 
morning, and two in the afternoon, are all 
that is required for the purpoſe of inſtruct- 
ing the Children; by which, ſurely, an am- 
ple reſidue of the day becomes their own, 
and ſufficient for the freedom of - exerciſe 
and air. 


The truth, however, is, that by far the 
greater part of the objects under the care of 
theſe inſtitutions have no need of extenſive 
Sunday Relaxations. The neceſſity thereof 
applies itſelf only to thoſe manufacturing 
places, where Children, of almoſt every age, 
are employed in cloſe and laborious occupa- 
tions. And, here, I confeſs, that the Ob- 
jection would have ſome weight, if the good 
ſenſe of thoſe, who have the ſuperintendance 
of the ſchools in ſuch places, did not of 
courſe point out the propriety of ſhortening 

che 
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the ſchool- time in ſome proportion. With 
reſpect to other places, and particularly 
Villages, it is obvious that the bulk of the 
children, which uſually belong to the ſchools 
there, are in a ſtate of relaxation, and in 
the habit of taking the air, during the whole 
week. But, though the Objection has no 
weight in this caſe, yet, even here, it were 
well not to extend the time too far, but to 
give ſufficient opportunities for ſpontaneous 
exerciſe and ſocial intercourſe, which greatly 
ſerve to ſweeten the toils of life, and ſtrongly 


accord with the benign temper of the Chriſ- 
tian Sabbath. 


As the Time, which theſe inſtitutions de- 
tain the Children, cannot prove injurious to 
their health, or afford any occaſion of diſ- 
guſt, {o are their Studies and Diſcipline of 
too eaſy and temperate a nature, either ta 
diſtreſs their underſtandings or excite their 
terror, Their Learning will ſeldom reach- 
farther than the power of reading and better 
underſtanding the outlines of their moſt im- 
portant duties: and, I believe, there is, as 
indeed there ought to be, univerſally, an 
over-ruling principle in theſe Seminaries, diſ- 
poling them to avoid every ſort of Severity: 


unleſs, 
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unleſs, indeed, for very atrocious faults, and 
ſuch as violate ſome moral or religious duty. 
Intellectual dulneſs ſhould avgment the care, 
not excite the anger, of the Inſtructors: for, 
the deſign of theſe inſtitutions will not, cer- 
tainly, be fo well effected by Fear, as by 
Love; not ſo well by the ſtern look of au- 
thority, as by holding out to the little mul⸗ 
titudes, that crowd into their comprehenſive | 
and benevolent embrace, the inviting aſpeck 
of paternal tenderneſs and affection. 


As a proof that the Children receive no 
diſguſt, nor are likely to regard the return 
of the Sabbath with leſs ſatisfaction than 
they did before, it is an experienced fact, 
that they are fond of theſe Schools. They 
go to them, not only without compulſion, 
but with the greateſt cheerfulneſs and alacri- 
ty. And, what ſhould forbid? They are 
aſſemblies of Innocents,” where every one 
meets his companions with a pleaſure, un- 
checked by the apprehenſion of labour or 
puniſhment; and where there reſides a 
friendly and conciliating power, that tends 
to promote and cheriſh among the children. 
a ſort of fraternal affection, that will pro- 
bably Jait through their lives. Nor is it a 

| circumſtancg 
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eircumſtanee void of pleaſure or 3 
that, by theſe inſtitutions, the Children find 
themſelves objects of the attention of thoſe, 
who, before, having no immediate concern 
with them, entirely overlook them: a new 
and beneficial relationſhip is contracted: 
they vie with each other, in endeavouring to 
invite the notice of their managers; receive 
their praiſes with delight; and become the 
more circumſpect in their conduct and de- 
portment, the nearer they are brought to 
immediate obſervation and reproof. 


THE principal Objections to theſe Inſti- 
tutions having been laid before you, and, I 
truſt, ſufficiently refuted, I ſhall paſs over 
others of leſs conſequence, in the hope that, 
the greater obſtacles being broken down, 
the reſt will eaſily give way to that impulſe 
of benevolence and charity, which every 
one of you muſt feel towards theſe Chriſtian 
Seminaries, on the firſt view and contem- 
plation of them. | 


I ſhall proceed, therefore, to offer a few 
words, in concluſion, which may ſerve to 
excite all parties concerned to a proper uſe 


and encouragement of theſe excellent eſtab- 
M | liſhments; 
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liſhments; a pleaſing and lively picture f 
which now preſents itſelf, in that large 
aſſembly of Children before us, brought 
hither by the charitable diſpoſition» of my 
audience, to worſhip their Creator, and to 
be informed of their duty. To * 1 ſhall 
firſt addreſs myſclf. * 


CHILDREN !/ Tou cankot” be- ito 


thankful to God, for his providential care; 


nor to your Bencfactors, for their well-timed 
benevolence, in thus taking you up, at an 
early period of your lives, for the purpoſe 
of directing you in the paths of Religion 
and Virtue. You know not, at preſent, the 
full value of the benefits they would confer 
upon you; for, you cannot yet perceive the 
dangers, and the miſchiefs, that will encom- 
paſs you in the life you are entering upon. 
It is the profeſſed intention of the Schools, 
which you attend on the Sabbath-day, to 
enable you to avoid thoſe dangers and miſ- 
chiefs, by training you up in ſuch habits and 
purſuits, as will prove the beſt ſecurity againſt 
them; and, were you able to perceive the 
ſtriking contraſt between a life of wicked- 
neſs and vice, and one of piety and virtue, 
your little hearts would overflow with grati- 

tude 
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tude to thoſe, who thus affectionately en- 
deavour to give you a juſt abhorrence of the 
one, and a ſincere and lively attachment to 


Providence hath been pleaſed to place you 
in a lowly eſtate. Uſe your beſt endeavours, 


by honeſt induſtry and labour, to lift your- 


ſelves out of it. Your own comfort and 
the welfare of the community will, both, be 
angmented by your virtuous ſtruggles. But, 
obſerve, it is not the buſineſs of theſe in- 
ſtitutions to do it for you. They will, how- 
ever, do more, if you, yourſelves, do not 


fruſtrate their good intention: they will en- 


able you to bear your condition, however 
humble and diſtreſſed, with chriſtian forti- 
tude, and a patient reſignation to the divine 
will. By bringing you up in the fear of 
God, and in the knowledge and practice of 
your duty, they will ſecure for you that in- 
ward peace and conſolation, which belong 
only to thoſe of a pure and uncorrupt life. 


The beft return you can make for theſe 
gracious offers is, to embrace them with a 
ready heart, and to loſe no opportunity of 
profiting by them. Should the leſſons of 

| - "TV piety 


* 
ö 
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piety and virtue, and the incitements to ve. 
gularity and diligence in your callings, whick 
are now within your reach, be unnoticed or 
evaded, the miſchievous neglect may have 
the moſt fatal effect upon your conduct in 
riper years: you may be uninformed of your 
duty to God, your neighbour and yourſelves; 
may know no difference between virtue and 
vice, nor be able to avoid the ſeductive 
paths of fin and miſery, which lie open to 
feccive the ignorant and unwary. 


i 


BUT, perſuaded, as well that the full 
bleſſings of theſe inſtitutions can only be 
obtained by the regular attendance of the 
Children, as that any defect in that regu- 
Jarity is not ſo much to be laid to their 
charge, as to that of the perſons, by whoſe 
domeſtic authority and direction their time 
is principally governed, I ſhall take this 
opportunity of addreſſing a few words to 
you, their Parents, on the ſubject. 
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In a matter which ſo nearly concerns the 
welfare and happineſs of your Children, it 


175 is impoſſible that you can remain unmoved; 
1 3 or neglect to forward, with your own wiſhes 
955 and endeavours, the picus deſigns of theſe 
bt y : inſtitutions; 


' $4 on II 97 


inſtitutions; But, the part and intereſt you 
take in this important concern muſt not be 
Jax and feeble, but active and vigorous. 
Much of the efficacy of theſe ſchools will 
depend on You: for, if any of the Children, 
through a diſpoſition to idleneſs or diſſipa- 
tion, ſhould endeavour to elude the benefits 
held out to them, there reſides with. You 
ſufficient power and authority to apply the 
remedy. For the Inſtitutions themſelves— - 
they aſſume not this power; they compel 
not; but make known. their gracious offers, 
as all the moral bleſſings of pravidence are, 
to free and accountable. beings, who may 
accept or reject them at their 1 


—— 


You have every -offible creation to be 
pleaſed with theſe inſtitutions. They abridge 
not, nor interfere. with, your parental au- 
thority, On the contrary, they endeavour 
to enforce it. They invite you to ſend your 
Children to receive that inſtruftion, which 
the circumſtances of moſt. of you have. put 
it out of your power to beſtow. They uſe 
them with tenderneſs and care, avoiding the 
molt diſtant appearance of ſeverity. They 
would allure them to improvement and.duty 
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by the gentleſt methods; it lies with You to 


enforce them by ſeverer ones. 3 4 


With theſe purpoſes and advantages in 
view, how much will you have to anſwer 
for, if, through your neglect, your Children 
ſhould not profit by them! We may ſpeak 
to ſuch, in the language of that beautiful 
apoſtrophe, ſo expreſſive of affectionate care, 
which our Saviour addreſſed to the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, who had ſo frequently 
rejected the calls of the prophets : How often 
would I have gathered thy Children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under ber 


L 


Let me add, that it is in your power far- 
ther conſiderably to promote the intentions 
of theſe inſtitutions, by your on conduct at 
Home. The authority, which you poſſeſs 
over your Children, makes your example 
act with an almoſt ' irreſiſtible force upon 
them. Your manners are ſo conſtantly be- 
fore their eyes, that they naturally mold 
themſelves into the ſame form, and take up 
the ſame habits and purſuits. Think, there- 
fore, how important this conſideration ren- 
ders your behaviour. By your means, your 

now 


SER MO N III. : 95 


now innocent offspring may become profane, 
diſhoneſt, debauched, ſlothful, and bring 
themſelves into a ſtate of miſery and wretch- 
edneſs; or, by you, they may become pious, 
Juſt, ſober, diligent in their callings, bleſſings 
to their future families, and good chriſtians 
in all things; may live in peace and comfort 
here, and be partakers of eternal happineſs 
hereafter. 

FROM thoſe, who are more particularly 
ſuſceptible of the bleſſings which theſe in- 
ſtitutions offer, I turn, in that laſt place, to 
you, my Brethren, from whom thoſe. bleſ- 
ſings flow, and to whom we muſt look for 
their continuance. That crowd of children 
evinces, that I ſpeak not to ſuch as are un- 
able to perceive the general advantages, 
which will ariſe from theſe Schools; or, 
whoſe hearts are inſenſible to the wants and 
neceſſities of their fellow- creatures. Let 
the moſt enlightened and the moſt virtuous 
among us think, what might have been his 
mental ſtate without the bleſſings of in- 
ſtruction! Dark and dull, the clouds of 
Ignorance and Error might have ſurrounded 
his intellects, and blocked up every avenue 
that leads to duty and to happineſs. Transfer 
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| this wretched Gituatioh to theſe:Children, and 
enlighten their minds, that they may know 


| know it, unleſs you furniſh the means; and 


deſign. Forſaking their accuſtomed haunts, | 
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you cannot be unmoved. They would gladly 


their duty and practiſe it. They cannot 
they ſolicit your compaſſion and benevolence 
in the ſilent, but forcible, language of threat». 
ened and helpleſs innocence. Your kindneſs 
to them has the faireſt proſpect of reward: 
they promiſe to return it by the goodneſs of 
their future conduct; and, inſtead of being 
profligate and vicious, they will be diligent, 
ſober, and honeſt members of the com- 
munity. 


N ot oh 
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The nature and regularity of theſe Inſti- 
tutions are not more efficacious, than the 
outward appearance of them 1s pleaſing and 
affecting. Inſtead of ſuffering the objects 
of their care to be deluded, on the Sabbath, 
from their allegiance to God ; and to wander 
from their duty, in the ſervice of idleneſs 
or vice, they allure them all to one point, 
and unite them all in one pious and laudablg 


the little multitudes crowd beneath the 
banners of Religion and Order, which thele 
Inſtitutions have erected ; and, after proper 

inſtruction 
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jaſtruction in their duty, go forth, in juſt | 
array, to the temple of their Creator, to 
join in his divine worſhip and ſervice. With 
ſecret pleaſure, the Chriſtian beholds the in« 
notent and long- extended train. The be- 
nevolent heart hath often melted at the 
affecting ſight ; and, from the eye that hath 
gazed on them, as they paſſed along, I have 
ſeen guſh out the pious tear of en 
and Probatioh. no 
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My Brethren! there i is not, I truſt, one 
among you, that hath not been conſcious of 
theſe virtuous feelings: nay, that doth not 
now glow with compaſſion towards thoſe 
Little - - ones, whoſe cauſe I am pleading. 
Give way to the generous impulſe! the 
Power is diving, that touches and enlarges 
your hearts! for, what hath more of Heaven 
in it, than thoſe emotions, that accompany 
the relief we bring to the wants and diſtrefſey 
of our fellow-creatures? 


To ſuch as have intereſted TER in 
behalf of theſe Eſtabliſhments, and have 
contributed their mite in ſupport of them, 
grateful mult be” the reflexion that their 
efforts haye not been unfruirful; The ſatiſ⸗ 
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faction of knowing that they have a 
tributed to leſſen the ſum of evil in the 
world; that they have done Something to- 
wards the public benefit and the happineſs 


of their fellow- creatures, is an ample re- 


compence to every heart, that is alive to 
the important intereſts of religion and hu- 
manity. Experience, the teſß of every at- 
tempt at Reformation, aſſures them, that 
their benevolence hath not been miſplaced, 
Wherever theſe inſtitutions have been eſtab- 
liſhed, a decent and becoming deportment, 
among the Children of the Poor, particu- 
larly on the Sabbath, hath happily taken 
place of negligence and diſorder, 


Theſe teſtimonies greatly confirm out 
hopes of General Reformation ; more eſpe- 
cially as the number of them increaſes 
daily. * Behold! how great a matter a little 


fre kindletb From the ſmalleſt beginnings 
how great conſequences ariſe ! 


A ſingle in- 
dividual ſtruck out the plan, in its moſt 


ſimple and confined form; the good-ſenſe of 


the nation, in every part, hath ſeized the 
pious thought with avidity ; and SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS are becoming a mighty engine, In 
the hands of the righteous, for ſpreading 
Religion, 


* james ili. 5. 
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Religion, Virtue and Decorum among ti 
people! I congratulate the friends of theſe 
Eſtabliſhments on the certainty of their 
prevalence, They riſe around us like an 
abundant Harveſt! and fill every benevolent 
breaſt with pleaſure and delight. The com- 
paſſionate and wiſe are every where eager to 
catch at the bleſſings they afford, and par- 
take of thoſe advantages, which their neigh- 
bours have ſecured before them. 


Indeed, my Brethren! Theſe Inſtitu- 
tions promiſe great things. Their influence 
ſpreads with a ſingular activity, through 
the community ; ſearching the obſcure, and 
' purifying the corrupt, parts of it. Capti- 
vated with the proſpect, my mind forbears 
not to anticipate the full accompliſhment of 
our wiſhes, I ſee the dark precincts of 
Ignorance and Vice cheered and enlightened, 
by the rays of Divine Knowledge and Virtues 
and, from the once noiſome habitations of 
Sloth and Profaneneſs, I ſee come forth the 
fair forms of Decency and Religion! 


END OF THE SERMONS. 
N 2 
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APPENDIX. 


As the foregoing Sermons may poſlibly fall 
into the hands of ſome, who may be deſirous 
of eſtabliſhing Sunday Schools in Villages, 
it was thought right to add a ſhort account 
of the School in the Pariſh where the author 
reſides, together with the Rules, which have 
been adopted for the management thereof. 


| Soon after the date of the firſt Sermon, 
althaugh the place is a village, and of no 
great extent, I had the pleaſure of ſeeing a 
School eſtabliſhed, conſiſting of upwards of 
One Hundred Children. All (eligible in point 

of age), were brought by their parents; who {4 
were earneſt to have them entered, and 
thankful for the offers held out to them. 


The number of the children is {till kept 
2 | = 


pected. It is, indeed, by no means the leaſt 


; E 
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up. They attend Divine Service every 
Sunday, in an orderly and becoming man- 
ner; clean in their perſons, and more decent 
in their apparel than could have been ex- 


of the advantages attending theſe Inſtitu« 
tions, that they produce, among the poor, 
a new and powerful incitement to pay at- 
tention to the perſonal cleanlineſs and decent 
appearance of the children : circumſtances 
by too many, at preſent, wholly neglected. 
Knowing their Children are to appear before 
the public eve, they are aſhamed of ſending 
them in unbecoming attire, and do their 
utmoſt to avoid it. | 


* 
1 


The behaviour of the children, and their 
improvement at School, have fully anſwered 
every expectation. During the preſent ſum- 
mer, the greater part of them have repeated 
the Catechiſm in the Church with the ut- 
moſt readineſs. Many of them are ſo im- 
proved in Reading, as to be able to join in 
the reſponſes with great propriety. To ſuch, 
Prayer- books have been given. They, who 
are likely ſoon to quit the School, have been 
taught to write a little, which may be of 


dle to them in their different occupations. 


I make 


' 
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I make it a; conſtant rule to viſit them 
once (ſometimes, indeed, twice) on the 
Sunday; for, I am perſuaded that the 
countenance of the Minifter of the pariſh' 
is eſſentially neceſſary. to the well being of 
a Sunday School. His preſence and affiſtance 
will be found requiſite, to correct any little de- 
viations from order and propriety (which will 
unavoidably happen); and will greatly help 
to keep up the ſpirit and activity of the In- 
ſtitution, both with reſpect to the maſters 
and the ſcholars. 


The manner of maintaining the School at, 
Hardingſtone js, certainly, a very laudable 
one. The Books are given by a Gentleman, 
who reſides in the Pariſh; but, every thing 
elie is paid for aut of the Levies. The ex- 
pence, by theſe means, 1s very trifling to 
each individual; and not one, I beheve, 
who contributes his mite, regrets that he is 
concerned in its ſupport. . Ample recom- 
pence is made, by the decent appearance, and 
the more orderly and inoffenſive conduct, of 
the Children, 


The mode of eftabliſhing theſe Schools 
by Levy promiſes to increaſe their number in 
Villages, 
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Villages, and to ſecure à longer duration of 

them, than any other. Indeed, the expence 
of maintaining them is ſo ſmall, and the 
benefits derived from them ſo great, that 
there is but little fear of the public Benevo- 
lence abating in ſupport of them, where 
they have once been eſtabliſhed, The Poſs 
ſibility, however, of this, gives me an op- 
portunity of throwing out a hint to the 
Affluent, the Charitable and - Humane — That 
Donations, or Legacies, to ſecure their perpe- 


tuity, would be an acceptable ſacrifice to the 


Public Welfare, and to the cauſe of Religion 
and Virtue. 


— >. _— 


Very few Rules are neceſſary for the Con- 
duct of Sunday Schools in Villages. If not 
eſſentially deficient, the fewer and the more 


ſimple they are, the better. All their de- 


fects will be eaſily ſupplied by the care and 
attention of the Miniſter and the other 
Managers; whoſe authority will be ſufficient 
to introduce any regulations they may think 
expedient, The following Rules were dif- 
tributed among the Parents of the Children, 
at Hardingſtone, W 


| RULES 
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RULES for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Eftabliſhed at HARDINGSTONE, © 


I. That the Maſter and Miſtreſs of the 
ſaid School be allowed 2s. per week, for 
their regular attendance thereon.“ 


II. That all Children, from 6 years old 
and upwards, reſident in the ſaid pariſh, be 
proper objects of this Inſtitution, 


III. That the names of the Children, 
who become Scholars, ſhall be entered in 
a book, and called over twice every Sunday, 
that their due attendance may be the better 
ſecured. 


IV. That the times of afſembling, every 
Sunday, in the School-room, be as follow; 
—when Divine Seryice is in the Morning, 
the Children are to meet at half paſt eight 
o'Clock, and ſtay till eleven; the maſter 
and miſtreſs are then to conduct them to 
Church: when Divine Service is not in the 
morning, they are to meet at half paſt nine, 
in the School- room, and ſtay till twelve. 
They are to meet again at two o'clock in 
the afternoon, and ſtay till four; but if 

O TIM Service 


The ſchool is ſo numerous that an aſſiſtant is al ſo engaged, 
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Service be in the afternoon, the C hiläeeh 


are to be conducted to Church, and ſtay at 
School two hours after ſervice is over. 


V. That the Maſter and Miſtreſs take 
care that the Children go to Church in an 
orderly manner, two and two, the girls all 
preceding the boys; and that they be care- 
ful that their behaviour, when at Church, 
be ſuch as 1s becoming. 


VI. That the ſaid Maſter and Miſtreſs, 
during the ſchool hours, do teach the 
Children to read, (and, if required, to 
write) and allo to repeat the Church 
Catechiſm, 40 


VII. That Books be provided, for the 
Children to read in; particularly ſpelling- 
books and teſtaments : other proper books 
to be provided for ſuch as recommend them- 


ſelves by diligence and improvement. 


VIII. That the Parents of the ſaid 
Children do not ſuffer them to abſent 
themſelves from ſchool, at any of the ſtated 
times, unleſs for very ſubſtantial reaſons; 
and that they be careful to ſend them 
combed, waſhed, and in decent apparel. _ 


IX. That 
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IX. That the Miniſter, Church wardens 
and Overſeers, of the faid pariſh. be ap- 
pointed the Managers of the ſaid School. 


X. That when the Parents or Friends of 
any of the Children with them to quit the 
School, they are to give notice thereof to 
one + the Managers, a week, at leaſt, be- 
fore the time of quitting. 


Xl. That three of the ſaid Managers 
may diſmiſs any of the Children for im- 
proper behaviour, 


XII. That the Expences attending the 
ſaid ſchool be paid by Pariſh Levy. 


XIII. That, if any of the Children are 
found to be guilty of Lying, Swearing, Pil- 
fering, or other Miſbehaviour, the Maſter 
ſhall admoniſh them of the evil of ſuch con- 
duct; and if, after repeated Reproofs, there 
be no amendment, ſuch Children ſhall be 
excluded the School, on complaint to the 
Managers. N 


* 


XIV. In Order more effectually to pre- 
vent this evil conduct in the Children, their 
Parents and Friends are earneſty exhorted 

O 2 to 


6 . - 
mir r 
De. _ * — — . x oo 
„ * * 2 ST” 2 — 2 


A 
0 


— — 


= 3 3 = 
XZ. 


Sage Figs EATER 


* 


_ 


TI 


th 9 
TS 


— 
5: 


to be careful that their Examples be worthy | 


OT 


>" SST” 


/ 


108 Arrr mot. 


of the Children's imitation. It is highly 
incumbent on them to promote the godly 
deſign of the School, by a conſtant at- 
tention to the duties of the Sabbath them- 
ſelves, and by correcting the Children for 
ſuch Faults, as they cannot but know will, 
if purſued, bring miſchief and diſgrace, and 
perhaps utter ruin, upon them. 


XV. The general uſefulneſs of the ſchool 
would be conſiderably ſecured, if the more 
reputable inhabitants would pay attention 
to the management of it, by frequent vi- 
ſitations, and promote the regular attend- 
ance of the children, as much as lies in 
their power, | 


% 


A FEW HINTS 


On PAROCHIAL CLUBS, 


For the BENEFIT of the POOR. | 
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VARIOUS are the Plans that have 
been ſuggeſted for the better maintenance 
of the Poor, and the reduction of Pariſh 
Rates. Some are now before the public 
eye, and New Regulations may poſſibly, at 
a future period, be adopted. A long time, 
however, may elapſe, before the objections 
to New Syſtems may be removed, ſo as that 
they may fully meet the concurrence of the 
public, and obtain the authority of the Le- 
giſlature. 


A ſcheme has lately been propoſed, by an 
ingenious magiſtrate“ of Devonſhire, for 
comprehending the Poor, and others, of the 
whole Nation, in One Club, upon the plan 
of the Friendly Societies, that are eſtabliſhed 


| in 
* The Rev. Mr. Acland, 
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in many places. How far this ſcheme is prae- 
ticable, I will not enquire: but, ſuppoſing 
that the novelty, as well as the magnitude, 
of it, will prove conſiderable obſtacles to its 
adoption, with ſuch as are fearful (and often 
Juſtly ſo) of meddling with the eſtabliſhed 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country (however 
burthenſome they may prove); I can ſee no 
reaſon why the Idea may not be purſued for, 
the advantage of the parties concerned, as 
far as it is practicable, without any altera- 
tion of the Laws now exiſting. Becauſe 
ſchemes of large extent are rejected, it is no 
reaſon why ſmaller ones, which are eaſily 
brought into operation, ſhould not be 
adopted, and the advantages received, which 
they are evidently calculated to produce. © 


Subſcribing Societies among the Poor, for 
their common benefit, have long been eſtab- 
liſned in various parts; but they have pre- 
vailed chiefly in large Towns, where the 
number of Inhabicants 1s. great, almoſt to 
the entire excluſion of Villages, at leaſt of 
thoſe of my own Neighbourhood. Some- 
times, indeed, the induſtrious huſbandman 
gets admiſſion into the ſociety of the next 
Market Town, but with difficulty and in- 
| | convenience. 


* 
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convenience. But, why ſhould he be forced 
to fly to an extraneous: ſociety, for ſecurity 
againſt future want, which might as eaſily 
be obtained by an union with his own. 
Neighbours and Friends. Villages are, cer- 
tainly, as ſuſceptible of the Advantages of 
theſe Societies as other places, and it is for 
the purpoſe of ſpreading their benefits to a 
wider extent, that I have taken the liberty 
of troubling the reader, with wo thoughts 
on the ſubject.” | 


Every man, why aides conſtantly in a 
Village, will find himſelf in a near political 
relation to every claſs of its inhabitants, and 
ought to feel a proportionate concern for 
their Happineſs and Intereſt; and it is cer- 
tainly, the indiſpenſable duty of every one, 
whoſe ſituation and leiſure afford him oppor- 
tunity, to point out, to encourage and bring 
to effect, any plan that may tend to the 
benefit and comfort of the Society, however 
ſmall, that is any way within the reach of 
his influence and authority. 


Impreſſed with theſe Ideas, and perſuaded 
that the Miniſter of a pariſh is perfectly 
within the line of his duty, and is only diſ- 
| P charging 
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himſelf in any thing that may promote the 
temporal comfort, as well as the ſpiritual 
improvement of the Poor, over whom he is 
placed, I made no ſcruple of exerting my- 
ſelf to obtain the eſtabliſhment of a PR- 
CHIAL CLUB; for the benefit of the induſ- 
trious, but indigent, part of my eier 


I ſucceeded beyond my expectation. All 
the more reputable Inhabitants, the Farmers 
and their wives, entered themſelves under 
the denomination of Honorary Members, pay- 
ing each 3d. per week, without bau any 
demand on the ſtock in return. 


The countenance and ſupport, thus given 
to the Club, on its outſet, proved a great 
and effectual encouragement to the Poor to 
acquieſce in the plan propoſed ; and they 
oladly and thankfully entered into the 
ſcheme. The ſubſcriptions of all deno- 
minations being thus united, I have no 
doubt but that a Bank will ſoon be created, 
ſufficient to anſwer every demand that can 
be made upon ũt, agreeably to the Rules; 


The Number of Honorary Members amounts 
to 33; and of the Indigent to 48. Scarcely 
any 
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any were rejected on account of Age or in- 
firmity, if they were able, at the time of 
entering, to get their maintenance. 


The firſt year I received, as Treaſvret, 
from the Collectors, near Forty Pounds: 
Thirty of which were placed out at Intereſt, 
at the end of the year. The demands of the 
Indigent members are never likely to be 
equal to the income of the Club. A con- 
ſiderable increaſe of the Stock will, there- 
fore, annually take place, much to the com- 
fort of the poor perſons who are concerned. 
For, in caſe of Sickneſs, or Bodily Hurt, 
ſuch as ſhall prevent their uſual Labour, a 
Stock is open to them, from which they can 
demand a tolerable ſubſiſtence for them- 
ſelves and families; together with medical 
aſſiſtance, without the expence that uſually 
attends it. 

Now, almoſt all Villages are competent 
to the eſtabliſhment of ſuch Societies; and 
the Opulent, the Landholder, and the La- 
bourer, are equally concerned in their pro- 
motion. Every Village is a little commu- 
nity within itſelf; not more diſtin& and ſepa- 
rate from other places by local ſituation, 

Pa than 
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than by the Laws of the Country, and par- 
ticularly thoſe which relate to the Poor 
Every denomination of Inhabitants is bound; 
both by Intereſt and Duty, to look to the 
welfare of the whole, and eſpecially to ſe- 
cure the labouring Claſs from diſtreſs and 
want. Whenever Calamities fall on this 
part of the community, the laws oblige the 
other to give relief. Intereſt, therefore, as 
well as Charity, dictates to the opulent the 
promotion of zhe/e Societies in their ſeveral 
pariſhes, ſince they ſeem to offer an excel- 
lent ſecurity againſt want in ſuch, as they 
are bound to relieve, without any aſſiſtance 
from the objects themſelves. 


The occupiers of Land complain, and 
with good reaſon, of the weight of the 
Poor's Rates, But, this will not be a 
ſufficient reaſon for refuſing encouragement 
to theſe ſocieties; ſince the more poor there 
are, who are maintained out of the ſtock of 
the Club, the leſs will be required from the 
ſtock of the Pariſh; and, I have no doubt 
but that the Poor's Rates will be conſiderably 
diminiſhed, in the courſe of a few years, in 
whatever pariſhes theſe Clubs are eſtabliſhed, 
The reaſon is obvious: the Indigent Members, 
| ſhould 
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ſhould any ſickneſs or accident happen to 
them, would of neceſſity fly to the Pariſh 
for relief, and the maintenance of their 
families, were they not ſupported by the 
Stock of their Society. The Farmer, there» 
fore, loſes nothing by his Subſcription: on _ 
the contrary, he has the advantage of the 
contributions of the Poor, toward their own 
ſupport, whom he is bound to maintain 
without. 25 


Nor will this prove any argument againſt 
the Induſtrious Labourer's entering gladly 
into theſe Societies : for, though the Pariſh 
is obliged to give him ſome relief in his 
diſtreſs, it is too often known, by expe- 
rience, that the relief he is able to get is 
far beneath his expectations, and even his 
wants, and is ever attended with ſome de- 
gree of ſhame and diſgrace, But, here, if 
his ſtrength ſhould fail, or old age overtake 
him, he ſees a comfortable raaintenance laid 
up for him, which he can claim as his own. 
Diſtreſſing muſt be the \roſpet to a Poor 
Man, who has nothing to fly to as a 
Refuge, in the hour of calamity ; when the 
lols of bodily ſtrength has deprived him 
of the means of getting his daily bread. 
His 
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His union with a Society of this ſott, theres 
fore, muſt adminiſter to his foreboding 
mind, not only comfort, , but that ſort of 
ſatisfaction which ariſes from a low degree 

of independence; by which the mind is 
relieved from a painful ſolicitude. 


The Poor Man will not ſay to himſelf, I 
may poſſibly never want the aſſiſtance of 
this ſtock, to which I am invited to con- 
tribute, and will therefore expend the whole 
of what I can get by my labour: but, he 
will readily ſacrifice a ſmall part of the 
earnings of his Youth and his Strength, 
when. he perceives that it will ſecure him 
from future miſery and want. The Aped 
will wiſely catch at this ſupport of their 
declining years; nor will the Young Man 
defy the miſchiefs of futurity to which we 
all are liable. He is but laying up in flore 
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1 for himſelf a good foundation againſt the time 
0 to come: he knows not how ſoon calamity 
15 may befall him: He knows not what a Day 
1 may bring forib. 

Ity 9 

al Supported as the Club at Hardingſtone 
# is, by the aſſiſtance of ſo many Honorary 
*; Members, there is no doubt but that it 
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would be able to maintain itſelf, though! 
the Wives of the Indigent Members, and 
other Women of the Pariſh, were admitted 
into it. If this, however, were the cafe, 
it would be neceſſary that they ſhould not 
have a propottionate demand on the Stock, 
in time of ſickneſs, &c. And this I ſpeak; ' 
from the experience of a Club eſtabliſned in 
the neighbourhood, in which the number of- 
either ſex is nearly equal; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the full demand of a woman on 
the Stock is but half à crown per week, and 
that of a man five ſbillings; yet, the total | 
ſum paid for the relief of the women, during 
a year, has been found to be much more 
than the total ſum paid to the men, If 
women, therefore, be admitted, it will be 
neceſſary to leſſen their demand on the Club, 
though their Subſcriptions be the ſame, or 
it will be found to diſtreſs the ſtock of the 
ſociety: unleſs, indeed, it ſhould be well 
ſupported by the aid of Honorary Subſcribers, 


I cannot forbear, in this place, to give 
my tribute of praiſe to the firſt mover, and 
the preſent manager,* of the Society I have 
juſt mentioned; who, to the purſuit of 


| Sctence 
Mr. Wm, Adam, of Kingſthorpe. 


Science and Philoſophy, and-the buſingh of 


exertions to promote the happineſs and com- 


- theſe Societies, he has eſtabliſhed. a ware» 


' Coals, Flour, Soap, Candles and Salt, which 
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his profeſſion, joins the moſt benevolent 


fort of his Indigent neighbours. For, be- 
ſides the advantage which the Poor of his 
pariſn derive. from the common terms of 


houſe, from which are ſold, at prime coſt, 
all the moſt material articles purchaſed by 
the poor. He buys, with ſome part of the 
Stock of the Society, large quantities of 


are retalled to the members of the club, -at 
a price conſiderably leſs than that, at which 
they are charged at the ſhops in the village 
from which they are uſually fetched. This 
is; certainly, a conſiderable advantage to the 
Poor; for, by thus getting the chief articles 
of houſe-keeping at the beſt hand, they ſave 
more than is ſufficient to pay their Subſcrip- 
tions to the Club; and, hence, they obtain 
a comfortable maintenance in the days of 
their diſtreſs, - without breaking In upon 
their weekly earnings, | 


I have mentioned theſe particulars to ſhow 
how Societies of this ſort might be improved 
for the benefit of the poor, In that which 

T1 have 
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J have mentioned, eyery derten belonging 
to the pariſh, of any age and of either ſex, 
is admitted: and, although the outgoings 
muſt, of courſe, be great, it tootibucs to 
ſupport itſelf well, and has a conſiderable 
ſtock in hand. This, however, muſt, iQ 
ſome meaſure, be attributed to the great aid 
it receives from Honorary Members. 


I have offered theſe few hints on Parochial | 
Clubs, in the hope that athers, into whole 
hands this little book may happen to fall, 
when they ſee how practicable and uſeful 
they are, may be induced to promote them. 
Every Village, of a tolerable ſize, is com- 
petent (two or more ſmall ones might unite 
in tke ſcheme); and thoſe, who have influence 
and authority therein, could eaſily, by pro- 
per encouragement, bring the plan to effect. 
The Landholders ſhould not refuſe their 
ſhare of encouragement to theſe ſocieties; 
for, while they do an acceptable ſervice to 
the poor of their reſpective pariſhes, they 
themſelves, all things conſidered, will lyſtaig 
no lols. » 


The following Rules might be adapted, 


altered, or enlarged, as circumſtances re- 
quire, 
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and two Collectors be choſen for the year 


—_- a. 


of the treafurer and collectors for the paſt 


—— * . 
— — —* at 8 
* * r 


laid open for the ſatisfaction of the memben 
preſent. 


ARTICLES and RULES, to N 
obſerved by a CLus, deſigned for the 


benefit of the Poor of the a of — 


* 
* 


I. That the Club commence 
and that no perſons but ſuch as belong to 
the pariſh of be admitted on the 
Indigent Liſt. 8 . 


II. Honorary Members are duch as ſubſcribe 
to the club, but have no claim on the ſtock 
for relief. Indigent Members are thoſe, who, 
in caſe of Sickneſs, old Age, or Infirmity, 
may claim relief and medical aſſiſtance from 
the Rock. | * 


III. That there be a general meeting of 
the members of the club once a year ; name- 
ly, on ————— in the afternoon, at the 
Pariſn-Church. | 


IV. That at the ſaid weeting a Treaſurer 


enſuing, by a majority of the members 
preſent. 


4 


V. That at the ſaid meeting the accounts 


year, together with- a. ſtate of the club, be 


VI. That 


* 
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VI. That the ſubſcription of every Ho- 
norary Member be 3d. a week, and that the 
ſame be paid to one of the collectors at the 
expiration of every three weeks: on failure 
of regular payment, 18. is to be forfeited 
each time to the club. 


VII. That the fubſcription of members 
on the Indigent Liſt be, 2d. each per week; 
and that the ſame (that is 6d.) be paid every 
third Saturday to one of the collectors: for 
every failure of payment 6d. is to be for- N 
feited to the club. 


VIII. That the money fo received by the 
collectors be forthwith paid inte the hands 
of the treaſurer, 


IX. No member is entitled to any benefit 
from the club until he has been a contributor - 
for a full year, and has paid up all demands 
and arrears, But, if any Indigent member 
ſhould die before the expiration of that time, 
all the ſubſcriptions paid are to be returned 


to the family of the deceaſed. 


X. If any Honorary member, who has 
been a ſubſcriber for a wear, be reduced to 
want; and ſhould be diſabled through Age, 
Diſeaſe, or Accident; that perſon is to re- 

> 4 ceive 


% 


as. — 


* . 


1 > 
n * 


n 
: & 
* 
1 
CY 
* 
o 
5 
1 
X U 
| F 
" 4 
— " 
ns 
75 | | 


. 
* = 
- ut 8 = 2 : \ - 
T — 1 * 8. * . . - = 
. 
* - 1 


_—— 


Fr * 


- 
* 
- * 


— — 2 45 
r — N 


2 


A 


1 ETT SS - 
2 a= „ 
| 


* = 
wi 
—— * 
” - < * 


52 — 
3 


124 ArEW Hints of” 


ceive the benefit of the club, and his ali 
transferred to the Indigent lift. ig. 


* 


XI. If any member be half a year in 
arrear to the club, unleſs he pay double the 
ſum in arrear to one of the collectors, that 
perſon has farfeited all benefit from the club, 
and ſhall be expelled, 


XII. Every member on the 3 lil, 
not in arrear, ſhall, while on the doQor's 
ſick liſt, receive Fivg SHILLINGS, A week: 
the ſaid relief to be paid after the patient 
has been on the ſick liſt a week, and to con- 
tinue till he is reported by the doctor to be 
able to attend his employment. 


XIII. If through the infirmities of Age, 
or by Accident, any member on the Indigent 
liſt, be rendered unable to earn his daily 
wages; What his earnings fall ſhort of 5s. a 


week ſhall be paid him every Saturday fore- 


noon : what theſe deficiencies may be, muſk 
be determined by the collectors. 


XIV. It any member dwell in a diſtant 
pariſh, and need the weekly relief; the let- 
ter, requeſting that relief, muſt be ſigned 
by the Miniſter and Overſeers of that pariſh; 


and the treaſurer, or one of the collectors, 
F 7 fhall 


. 


a 
C 
7 


we . 
ſhall-give thoſe overſcers an order to pay the 
patient his proper relief, he paying the car- 
Hage of all neceffary letters. | 
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* 


XV. Members reſiding in a diſtant gabi 
muſt, by themſelves or others, regularly pay 
their contributions to the collectors: for, 


omiſſions of payment incur the ſame for- 


feiture wherever the members may reſide. 


XVI. Each colleRor is to viſit every kick 
member in his neighbourhood, at leaſt once 
a week, to enquire into his ſtate; and for 
every omiſſion is to forfeit 15. to the club. 


XVII. When any member on the Indi- 
gent liſt dies, having been a- contributor a 
full year, and not in arrear to the club, ane 
guinea and a half ſhall be paid from the ſtock 
to defray the expences of the funeral, 


XVIII. If the parent of a numerous fanih, 
having been on the Indigent liſt a year, 
ſhould die; ſome relief may be given, at the 
Aiſcretion of the collectors, till the children are 
enabled to aſſiſt by their labour: the ſaid 
relief not to exceed, however, the demand 
ſuch parent might have on the club when 
alive and on the ſick liſt. 


XIX. If 
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XIX. If any member, choſen to be trea⸗ 
ſurer or collector, be unwilling to ſerve, on 
paying 5s. to the club as a fine, another 
ſhall be choſen, and he ſhall be freed from 
ferving any office in the club during! that 
year; but he | is liable to be choſen again the 
next. 


XX. A member, having ſerved the full 
time as treaſurer or collector of the club, 
mall not be fined for refuſing to ſerve either 
of thoſe offices again, until every member, 
capable of holding them, have ſerved or 


fined ſince the ſaid treaſurer or collector was 
laſt in office. . ; 


XXI. The treaforer and collectors for the 
time being, with three of the indigent mem- 
bers, are to determine the admiſſion, of re- 
jection, of new members: the caſting voice 
to be in the treaſurer. The three indigent 


members are to act for one year, in rotation, 
as they ſtand on the liſt. | 


XXII. As all unneceſſary meetings and ex- 
pences are, for many and good reaſons, to be 
avoided, there ſhall be but One Meeting in 
the year at the Charge of the Club; and, at 
that meeting, not more than 6d. for eack 

| Indigent 
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Indigent Member ſhall be paid out of the 
ſtock. The Officers of the Club, and other 
Honorary Members, are, if poſſible, to 
attend the ſaid Meeting, for the purpoſe 
of preſerving decorum and order in the 


Society. „ 


n 
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